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THE 


HISTORY 


THEODORE I. 


KING of CORSIC A 


S it is natural for Men to be more 
A ſtruck with the Appearance of a Co- 

met, or even of ſome ſmall new Star, 
than with the Conſideration of the brighteſt 
Planets that are always in our View ; ſo, in 
reſpect to Princes, ſuch are more regarded 
as have attained their Dignitics by Dint of 
perſonal Merit, than ſuch as have inherited 
their Territories from the moſt illuſtrious 
Anceſtors. Neither will this be found, up- 
on ſtrict Examination, at all unreaſonable ; 
for as the Eye is moſt affected by the neareſt 
Light, ſo the Mind is apteſt to contemplate 
that Virtue which is preſent, and not to 
trouble itſelf with running back to ſuch as 
ſhone in paſt Times. As Conſpiracies and 
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Revolutions are the Parts of Hiſtory moſt 


read, ſo the Lives of ſuch Men as have had 


the grcateſt Share in theſe ſort of Tranſac- 
tions mect with the moſt general Reception, 
and ſtrike with equal Force even on the 
moſt different 'Tempers. 

TRHE Senſe that moſt Writers have of 
the Truth of theſe Reflections, have given 
Birth to that kind of Narrative which is 
neither abſolute Romance nor genuine Hi- 
ſtory, but ſomething between both : A kind 
of Painting beyond the Life, which capti- 
vates weak Minds, and diſtates true Judges, 
Oppoſite to this, and tho oppoſite no leſs 
an Evil, is that fort of Memoir- writing 
which is grounded on Authorities ſo ſecret 
that they never come to Light, and by the 
help of which an Author of great Abilities 
impoſes the Phantom of his own Imagina- 


tion upon the Reader, for that Hero whoſe . 


Memoirs he ſccks. 

IT is with a View to avoid both theſe 
Roads, and to give the World a genuine 
and impartial Account of the Life and Ad- 
ventures of ſo extraordinary a Perſon - as 
Baron Nieto, certainly is, that theſe 
Sheets arc produced to public View. In 
them there will be found a fair and natural 
Account of all the memorable Events which 
have fallen out within the Cornpats of this 
great Man's Life, to the preſent Time, when 
he ſeems to by more cftectually fixed in his 
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Royal Dignity, than cither the World could 
imagine or himſelf expect. If this Account 
of him does not appear ſo very ſurpriſing, 
it will at leaſt be acknowledged every way 
credible; and if, in the relating his Adven- 
tures, we do not always applaud his Actions, 
or endeavour to iuſtain his Character by 
falſe Colourings, there is reaſon to hope 
the Public will pardon our want of Com- 
plaiſance for him in conſideration of our 


Reſpect for them. In ſhort, what is here 


aimed at, is a ſuccinct and impartial View 
of the Steps by which this bold and for- 
tunate Adventurer has raiſed himſelf from 
the Rank of a private Gentleman to that 
of a ſovereign Prince, in which CharaGQer 
he will ſhortly ſhine with greater Luſtre 
than cver. 

TAE Family of Nzewhof is very far 
from being either of a modern Extraction, 
or in obſcure Circumſtances : They have, 
on the contrary, been for a long Series of 
Years free Barons inthe County de la Marek, 
which gives Title to a very noble Family, 
tho' now in the Poſſeſſion of another Prince. 
The Grandfather of our Baron was a Man 
of great Parts, which had been improved 
by an excellent Education; ſo that he ſtood 
diſtinguiſhed from moſt of the People of 
his own Rank, both by his Merit and his 
Fortune. This Baron Nieto 0 had ſeveral 
Children, amongſt which was Adolphus de 


B-3 Niewhoft, 


„ 
Nieuboſt, who was the Darling of the Fami- 
ly, as well on account of the admirable Fa- 
cultics of his Mind, as the cxtraordinary 
Gracefulneſs of his Perſon. He was ſent 
to ſtudy at Liege, where his Mother would 
have had him applied himſelf to the Service 
of the Church: But Baron Nzewhof,, who 
in his Youth had ſerved both in the [mpe- 
rial and Swediſh Armies, was rather in- 
clincd to engage his Son to follow his Ex- 
ample ; which agreeing perfectly well with 
the Genius of the Youth, he was removed 
from College and ſent to learn his Excr- 
ciſes, after which he cnter'd into the French 
Service. 

H 1s Marriage brought him into Diſgrace 
with his Family, becauſe, as they fancicd, 
it tended to their Diſhonour. He had, 
during his Stay in the Principality of Liege, 
contracted ſome Acquaintance with a Trader 
at Viſet, who was a Man of great Probity 
and tolerable Fortune. He dealt principally 
in Linen; and having had occaſion to tra- 


vel frequently into France, Holland and 


England, for the better carrying on of 
his Commerce, had acquired not only a 
great Knowledge of the World, but alſo a 
certain Air of Politeneſs, which might paſs 
tor ſomething extraordinary in a Man of his 
Rank. The young Baron Nzewhof reſided 
ſome time in his Houſe, and was trcat- 
cd, not only with great Reſpect, but with 
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as much Kindneſs as if the old Man had 
foreſeen that Relation which he would one 
Day have to his Family. The Baron's Fin- 
nances were ſometimes out of Order, either 
thro' the Parſimony of his Family, or thro' 
thoſe Indiſcretions into which young Gen- 
tlemen are apt to fall, eſpecially when they 
are left to themſelves. This made him 
” often need the Aſſiſtance of a Friend; and 
'n in theſe Diſtreſſes he never failed of recciv- 
= ing very particular Marks of Kindneſs from 
his Hoſt, who, though he conſtantly read 
him Lectures of Occonomy, yet never ſuf— 
fered him to fall into the Misfortunes vw hich 
muſt have otherwiſe attended his living 
above his Allowance. 

AMONGST the other good Qualities 
which diſtinguiſhed Adolphus de Niccel ag, 
there was none more remarkable than his 
Modeſty, which hinder'd him from running 
into that Gallantry ſo natural to Men of 
his Ycars and his Profeſſion. He liked the 
Company of the Ladies, and was wel} re— 
ccived by them; and yet he never launched 
into any Amours, but contented himicit 
7 with the Diveriion of their Converiation, 
inſomuch that ſome tancy he had no ercat 

Inclination to the Sex: But the contrary 
of this was ſoon diſcovered, by the warm 
Paſſion he cntcrtaincd for the oniy Daughter 
of his Friend. Her Name was Amelia, aud 
her Age about Eighteen; her Mother died 1 
when j 
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when ſhe was but a Child, and as ſhe was 
the ſole Object of her Father's Care, and 
had in herſelf an extraordinary Fund of Me- 


rit, ſhe was conſidered even at this Age as 
a kind of Miracle both for Beauty and Pru- 


dence. The young Baron de Niewhof was 
one of her firſt Conqueſts, but it was a good 
while before he could bring himſelf to de- 
clare his Paſſion. He knew how unfit a 
Match ſhe was for him, and he was withal 
a Man of too much Honour to entertain 
any Thoughts of deſtroying the Peace of a 
Family to which he had ſo many and ſo great 
Obligations. He reſolved therefore to con- 
ccal his Inclinations till he had acquired 
ſome military Preferment, which might en- 
able him to prefer the DiQates of his Heart 
to the Notions uſually entertained in Ger- 
many, of always marrying an Equal at 
leaſt, if not a Superior. 

AN Accident however forc'd him to alter 
his Conduct, and to diſcover that Secret 
which hitherto had hinder'd him from fall- 
ing into any Intrigues. The Father of 
Amelia made a Feaſt on her Birth-day, 
and amongſt other Perſons he invited was 
a Neighbour of his, a very ſubſtantial Far- 
mer and his Son. The former came, and 


great Enquiry being made after the latter, 


he was at length forced to own, what other- 
wiſe he meant to conceal, that his Son had 
been obliged to retire into France on ac- 

count 
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count of his having debauched a Neigh- 
bour's Daughter, which had drawn upon 
him the Reſentment of the Family to ſuch 
a Degree as threaten'd his Life. The good 
old Man expreſſed ſuch a Concern on this 
Occaſion, as engag'd Baron Nzewhof to en- 
quire the Reaſon of it, which he frankly 
owned was a Deſign he had long had of be- 
ſtowing on this young Man his Daughter 
Amelia. The Danger of loſing his Miſtreſs 
alarmed the Baron to ſuch a Degree, that 
he took the firſt Opportunity of making her 
acquainted with his Sentiments, which he 
ſoon after diſcloſed to her Father. 

THE old Man was far from bcing pleaſed 
with the Match: He forcſaw all the Incon- 
veniencies that would attend it, repreſented 
them in the ſtrongeſt Light poſſible to the 
young People, but with very little Effect. 
His Daughter heard theſe Lectures with 
Tears, and the Baron conſtantly deplored, 
that the Perton for whom he had the greateſt 
Reſpect in the World ſhould be averſe to 
his Happineſs; adding at the ſame time, 
that, as he knew Amelia to be the ſole 
Comfort of her Father's Life, he would 
never attenipt to marry her againit his Con- 
ſent. Things remained in this Situation 
for ſome Months, when the Baron fell jn- 
to a kind of Hectic Fever, which brought 
him ſo low, that the old Man, fearing the 
Loſs both of him and his Daughter, gave 
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his Conſent to the Marriage, which was 
ſoon after conſummated. The Father died 
within the Year, and left the new- married 
Couple about 11,000 Florins, which, with 
a Company of Foot, and the Government 
of a ſmall Fort in Alſace, was all the Ba- 
ron had to maintain himſelf and his little 
Family. 

H1s firſt Care was to break this unwel- 
come Piece of News to his Father and Mo- 
ther, which he did in two Letters, the moſt 
tender and ſubmiſſive that it was poſſible 
for a Man to write. To the firſt of theſe 
he never received any Anſwer at all, and 
the other produced only a Letter from the 


Baroneſs, in which ſhe bitterly reproached 


him for the Meanneſs of his Spirit, and ab- 
ſolutely forbad him troubling either the 
Baron or her with any more of his Epiſtles; 
aſluring him, they ſhould never concern 
themſelves What became of a Man who 
ſeemed to ſollicit IIl- fortune, by making 
ſuch a Trip at his firſt Entrance into the 
World. This Treatment threw the Baron 
into a profound Mclancholly, out of which 
he was ſcarce raiſed by his Spouſe's bring- 
ing into the World a Son, chriſten'd the 
ſame Day he was born by the Name of 
Theodore Anthony Niewhoff, who is to be 
the Subject of this Hiſtory, and who was 
born at Mets ſome time in the Year 1696, 

but 


A 
7; 
PAY 
1 
1 5 
＋ 
* 
* 
wa 
* 


: — 2 bs +43 wh a „ fn 
229 WY 9 > q 
\ 8 N - - A / = 
5 I BY aid a. 8*<” . L138 ad 
ae % 1 2 * 
4 nl e 
= 


1 1. 
3 
1 
N 
* 
I 
_—_— 
FY 
+. 
4 
2g 
„ 

BY. - 
7 
3 
* 02 
+ -* 
8 
225 
„** 
V3 
+I 
i" 
_ 

4 
4 
— 
we 
ä 
1 


91 
but the Day we have not been able to diſ- 
cover. 

BESIDES this Son, Baron Adolphus and 
his Lady had another Child, a Daughter, 
married afterwards to the Count de Tre: 
vou; and though their Family was but 
ſmall, yet their Income being extremely 
narrow, and the Baron never attaining any 
Promotion ſuitable to his Birth and Merit, 
fell into a kind of Conſumption, which 
carried him off in the Thirty-fourth Year 
of his Age. His diſconſolate Widow re- 
tired ſoon after to a Village in Lorrain, 
where ſhe bred up her Children with as 
much Frugality as poſſible, and where her 
Virtue and Piety raiſed her Reputation ſo 
high, as to engage the Count de Mortagne, 
Who had a very honourable Poſt in the Ser- 
vice of the Dutcheſs of Orleans, to take 
her and her little Family into his Protec- 
tion; which was a great Conſolation to 
her under that weak State of Health into 
which her Gricf for her Husband, and too 
deep a Senſe of other Misfortunes, had re- 
duced her. She followed him to the Grave 
in about ſix Years, and left the young Ba— 
ron Theodore and his Siſter to the Care of 
that worthy Perſon we have before men- 
tioned, who was as tender of theſe hapleſs 
Orphans, tho' nothing but their Diſtreſs had 
recommended them to his Notice, as if 
C they 
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they had been ever ſo nearly related to his 
Family. 

As he conſi der- d Baron Theodore muſt 
neceſſarily betake himſelf to an active Life, 
he gave him ſuch an Education as might 
fit him for public Affairs. He cauſed him 
to be taught Geography, and ſome parts of 
the Mathematics in his Non- age, took care 
that he ſhould learn his Exerciſes early; and 
as he diſcovered a great Propenſity to ac- 
quire ſeveral Languages, he cauſed this In- 
clination of his to be ſo well cultivated, 
that before he was Fifteen he ſpoke the 
German, French and Italian Tongues per- 
fectly well. His next Care was to intro- 
duce him into the Family of Madame, 
who was ſo well pleaſed with him that ſhe 
made him a Page, and gave him an extra- 
ordinary Appointment of 100 Crowns a- 
Year for the Encouragement of his Studies. 
Thus he had the Honour of bcing bred in 
one of the greateſt Houſes in Europe, and 
to be known, even at his firſt ſetting out 
in the World, to Perſons of the firſt Diſtinc- 
tion in France, who were very fond of en— 
couraging the Vivacity of his Genius, and 
of aſhiſting the Endeavours of a Youth who 
gave ſuch pregnant Hopes of his becoming 
one Day a very conſiderable Perſon. 

WHEN he was grown big enough to 
deſerve the Name 'of a young Man, the 
Count de Mortagne, who had taken ſo ge- 
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nerous a Care of his Education, was no leſs 
ſollicitous to provide for him at his firſt Ap- 
pearance on the Theatre of the World, and 
and therefore procured him a Licutenancy 
in the Regiment of Alſace. It is certain, 
that this was very far from affording him 
a State of Eaſe and Affluence, but at the 
ſame time we are to conſider, that his Cir- 
cumſtances and Situation in Life made it no 
ſmall Favour to procure him a Subſiſtance. 
This, without doubt, was all that the Count 
de Mortagne had in view; and if Baron. 
Niewhoff had bchav'd prudently, and liv'd 
within compals, it is highly probable, that 
the Intereſt of his Patron, join'd to his own 
great Parts, would ſoon have procur'd him 
a better Proviſion. But, as his Temper and 
Fortune had no relation to cach other, and 
as he ſtudied to gratify the former, with- 
out the leaſt Conſideration of the latter, he 
quickly found his Circumſtances ſuch as 
made it neceſſary for him to comply with 
the Inclinations he always had to travel, 
and to change the flow yet certain Protpect 
of Preferment in France, to experience 
the Unſtcadineſs of Fortune in a wander- 
ing kind of Life. 

BARON Niehoff was at this time a 
very perſonable young Man, had an Air of 
Grandeur in his Bchaviour, a very captiva- 

ting manner of ſpeaking, adroit in his Ex- 
erciſes, and knew how to accommodate 
C 2 himſelf 
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himſelf to all Tempers. At Paris he had 
always kept good Company, though the 
Expence of it agreed ſo little with his Con- 
dition. His Vices were thoſe of a Man of 
Quality, and though the Conſequences of 
them obliged him ſometimes to do mean © 
things, yet theſe were viſibly againſt his 
Nature; and whenever by any lucky Acci- 75 
dent he got into the Poſſeſſion of Money, 
he took the firſt Opportunity to indemnify 4 
: 
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ſuch as had ſuffer'd by him. He had a ſin- 

gular Paſſion for Politics, and an unuſual 
Dexterity in diſcourſing on a Subject of 
which few Men at his Age have any com- 
petent Ideas. He recommended himſelf by ; 
this means to ſeveral foreign Miniſters, who 
drew from him conſiderable Services, and 
rewarded them in ſuch a manner, as, if he 
could have conccaled their Favours, and 
have ſet any Bounds to his Expences, might. 
have enabled him to have lived both eaſily 
and decently. But that very Diſpoſition 
which fitted him for theſe kind of Intrigues, 
render'd him incapable of adverting to the 
little Rules of Oeconomy which are ſo ne— 
ceſſary to keep, a young Man eſpecially, with- 
in Bounds. 

Ax this time, however, when his Neceſ- 
ſiries obliged him to think of quitting 
i France, theſe Intrigues of his were his ſole 
Reſource. The Baron Coertæ, the King of 
- Sweden's Miniſter in Holland, had been ar- 

reſted 
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reſted there at the Requeſt of his Britan- 
nic Majeſty King George I. on a Suſpicion 
of his having caball'd with ſome of the Pre- 
tender's Adherents, and having enter'd into 
a Project for encouraging either a Conſpira- 
cy or a Rebellion in England. This was 
in the Year 1716, and the impriſoning this 
Miniſter, whom the Dutch, however, by an 
extraordinary Refinement in Politics, where- 
by they converted the King of Sweder's 
full Powers into a bare Letter of Attorney, 
abſolutely denied to be ſuch, made a very 
great Noiſe; and if all the Intrigues he was 
intruſted with had been diſcover'd, muſt 
have made a much greater. The Regent 
of France affected to disbelieve the whole 
Buſineſs of a Plot, or at leaſt that the King 
of Sweden had any hand in it, and there- 
fore labour'd inceſſantly to get King George's 
Conſent that Baron Goertz might be diſ- 
charg'd. When there was a Probability of 
effecting this, it was found neceſlary to ſend 
that Miniſtcr ſome Diſpatches in relation to 
another delicate Affair, which was the true 


Reaſon of Baron Goertz's Journey thither, 


and that was the negociating a ſeparate 
Peace with the Czar who was then in Hol- 
land likewiſe. With theſe Diſpatches Ba- 
ron Niewhof was intruſted, and he exccu- 
ted his Commiſſion ſo well, and made him- 
ſelf ſo agrecable to the Stwed;hb Miniſter, 
| that 
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that he became his Secretary, and very ſoon 
his principal Confident. 

EvERY body knows the Character of the 
famous Baron Goerts, as well as the great 
Figure he then made in Europe ; and there- 
fore might expect that as ſoon as Baron Nic 
hoff enter'd into his Favour, he was ſuffi- 
ciently provided for; but it is neceſſary to 
reflect, that certain Circumſtances, which 
every Reader may not call to mind, ren- 
der'd that impoſlible. This intriguing Mi- 
niſter was indeed extremely taken with the 
Addreſs and indefatigable Diligence of our 
Baron, received him at once into his Con- 
fidence, and gave the ſtrongeſt Proof of it, 
by intruſting him witha private Commiſſion 

to the Court of Hain, upon which his own 

and his Maſter's Fate in a great meaſure de- 
pended. But our Baron had ſcarce begun 
to nevotiate with the great Cardinal Albe- 
roni, who at that time govern'd all in Spain, 
than he had the unwelcome News of the 
King of Sweden's Death, which happen'd 
on 11th of Dec. 1718, and upon the Heels 
of that, the Execution of his Maſter, who 
was beheaded at Stockholm in the Month 
of March following, deſerted and abandon'd 
by all the Great, particularly by the Duke of 
Holſtein, for whoſe Service he had done ſo 
much, but adher'd to with ſuch Fidelity 
by his Domeſtics, that they ran the Hazard 
of their own Lives to dig up his dead Body 
from 
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from under the Gallows, in order to carry 
it into Holſtein, where it was buried in the 


Tomb of his Anceſtors. 


OuR Baron was now in a worſe Situ- 
ation than ever; in a foreign Country, 
where he juſt began to ſpeak the Language, 
deeply in Debt, deſtitute alike of Money 


and Friends, conſider'd by all who had any 


fort of Knowledge of him as a mere Ad- 
venturer, and withal entirely deprived of the 
Countenance he had formerly received from 
the Family of Orleans, by his entring into 
Schemes prejudicial to their Intereſt. Tho 
he had always a great Flow of Spirits, yet 
the Suddenneſs of this Misfortune, the Dif— 
ficulties he found himſelf under, and his ab- 
ſolute want of all Reſources, left him al- 
moſt without Hopes. The Agitation of his 
Mind had quickly a very bad Effect on his 
Body, and brought upon him an Indiſpo- 
ſition which hinder'd him from going to 
Court, where he was otherwiſe a conſtant 
Attendant. | 

CARDINAL Alberonz very ſoon miſs'd 
him ; that great Miniſter who had riſen him- 
ſelf, by dint of his vaſt Abilities, from a 
very low Beginning, to the abſolute Direc- 
tion of the Span; Monarchy, had a natural 
Liking to Men of Parts, and never caſt his 
Eyes upon one whom he did not ſerye to 
the utmoſt of his Deſerts. It was purely 


from this Propenſity to afliſt ſuch as were 


maliciouſly 
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maliciouſly the Sport of Fortune, that his 
Eminency was induced to make ſuch an En- 
quiry, as perfectly ſatisfied him of the Con- 
dition the Baron was in. His Sickneſs had 
by this time reduced him as low in point 
of Fortune as of Health, and as he had 
ſcarce Spirits enough to ſupport him on his 


Legs, fo his Funds were ſcarce ſufficient to 


make him cat. He had a handſome Apart- 
ment indeed, a Man-Scrvant, and a Nurſe, 
but his Circumſtances were ſo bad, that the 
latter thought fit to deſire her Diſmiſſion 
at a time when ſhe was moſt neceſſary to 


him. The Baron complicd with it, becauſe - 


he could not avoid it, and ſhe took her 
Leave of him one Morning very reſpectfully 
before he was out of Bed. His Servant was 
then out on ſome neceſſary Occaſion, and 
the Baron was forc'd to lic till he came 
back to help him up. When the Man en— 
tred the Room he ſtarted, his Maſter asked 
him what was the Matter, not a little appre- 
henſive that his Nurſe might have ſeized his 
Watch for her Six Weeks Attendance. The 
Matter, Sir, ſaid the Fellow, who was a 
Swiſs, why here's a Purſe of Gold upon the 
Table as big as my Head. The Baron for- 
getting his Diſorder, and overcoming for 
ſome Minutes his Weakneſs, rais'd himſelf 
up in Bed, and ſaw on his Toilct a green 
Purſe with 200 Piſtoles. He ordcr'd his 
Servant to give it him, and being then help'd 

up, 


- 


«© % 
» 
N = 
& 
by * 
LR 
* t 
= 
2 4 


1 

| 

1 
* 


4: & 


up, put it into a Drawer of his Cabinet with 
as much Coolneſs as if he had taken it from 
thence, which the poor Swz/s firmly be- 
lieved, and never imagin'd that his Maſter's 
Sui prize at the Sight was equal to his own. 
Tr 1s ſeaſonable Supply contributed not 
a little to his ſpeedy Recovery, and as this 
brought him again about the Court, he ſoon 
diſcover'd by the Favours which his Eminen- 
cy conferr'd upon him, that his kind Deli- 
verer was no other than Cardinal Alberoni. 
This gave him ſtill greater Hopes; he ven- 
tur'd to diſcharge a part of his Debts with 
the Supply he had reccived, and put him- 
ſelf intirely on the Favour of his new Ma- 
ſter, who thought proper to leave him at 
Madrid with a private Commiſſion, when 
he went himſelf to the Army. Ar his De- 
parture the Baron found himſelf pretty bare 
of Money, but his fear of offending ſo great 
a Man, with whom he had but lately con- 
tracted an intimate Acquaintance, hinder'd 
him from making his Wanrs known, He | 
even launch'd out the grcatcſt part of what | 
he had left in the Exccution of his Emi- 
nency's Inſtructions, and was conſidering 
one Morning of the Terms he ſhould make 
| uſe of in addreſſing himfelf ro M. P-— 
in order to engage him to follicit for him a 
ſſmall Recruit, without which it was im— 
poſſible for him to carry on the Service in 
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which he was employed, and which was 
of a very delicate Nature. 

As writing is not the Baron's moſt ſhining 
Talent, he was not a little puzzled to pro- 
duce a proper Epiſtle on this Occaſion. 
When he was on the rr, of putting Pen 


to Paper, his Sανι , ſuddenly opened his 
Chamber Door to N M. P— him- 
ſelf. The Baron roſe immediately to pay 
him his Compliments, which the Spaniard 
received very coldly. Ceremony apart, ſaid 
he; my Buſineſs, Sir, is to bid you burn 
your Papers; the Cardinal is diſgraced and 
baniſhed, and we are undone : Adicu. 
Without waiting for a Reply, he immedi- 
ately went down Stairs, and left the Baron 
to follow his Advice; which he did very 
punctually, and then ſat down to reconſider 
the State of his Affairs, which lay within 
a very narrow Compaſs. He had again loſt 
his Patron, ſtood expoled to univerlal Hate, 
had very few Friends, and not quite ten Pi- 
ſtoles left. Such were the Viciſlitudes of 
his Fortune in a very few Months. 

THE Baron thought the - moſt proper 
thing he could do in that JunQure, was 
to retire for a few Weeks out of Madrid, 
till Things were ſettled a little, and he ſaw 
what Turn they were like to take. Having 
once fix'd this Reſolution, he bethought 
himſelf of M. de Ripperda. who had allo 
becn a Favourite of the Cardinal's; and 

finding 
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finding he had been before-hand with him 
in this Meaſure, he withdrew to the fame 
Place, where he lived as privately and as 
cheaply as he could ; and to which the Ci- 
vilities he conſtantly received from the 
Friendſhip of M. de Ripperda did not a little 
contribute, for he had ſcarce occaſion to 
keep any Table, or to be at the ſmalleſt 
Expence for the Entertainment of his va- 
cant Hours. 

BARON Nzewhof had not been above 
three Wecks or a Month in the Neigh- 
bourhood of M. de Ripperda, before that 
penetrating Miniſter diſcovered exactly the 


Situation of his Affairs. His Converſations 


with him had before confirm'd him that he 
could never find a Perſon more fit for his 
Purpoſe, or more capable of executing the 
Scheme he had: then in his Head. Having 
therefore invited the Baron to paſs a whole 
Day at his Houſe, he carricd him after Din- 
ner into his Garden, and there propoſcd to 
him returning to Madrid, living as he was 
wont to do, and ſuggeſted ſeveral Me— 
thods by which he might do himſelf Scr- 
vice. The Baron heard him with all the 
Attcntion imaginable, and when he had 
done ipcaking, told him plainly, that he 
was cxcccdingly obliged to him for his good 
Intentions, but that the ſudden Ruin of the 
Cardinal had thrown him into ſuch diſtreſſed 
Circumſtances, that it was ſimply impoſlible 
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[ 20 ] 
for him to act in purſuance of this Plan. M. 
de Ripperda only wanted that he ſhould 
come to this Explication, that by avowing 
his Condition he might engage him in his 
Service on reaſonable Terms. 

H E offered him a preſent Supply of 100 
Piſtoles, and Credit on a Banker at Madrid 
for as much; adding it was all then in his 
Power, but that probably it would not be 
long before he might be able to reward his 
Services more effectually. He then preſſed 
him to ſct our for Madrid in a few Days, 
and at his taking leave recommended three 
Things to his Care. The firſt, was to de— 
fend Cardinal Alberonis Adminiſtration 
upon all Occaſions; to pay the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect to ſuch Perſons as he knew to be his 
Eminency's Friends, and to mention him— 
ſelf to them privatcly as one devoted to that 
Miniſter's Service. Secondly, He adviſed 
him to renew his Correipondencies in 
France, to procure the beſt Intelligence 
he could from thence; but to avoid as 
much as poſſible having any thing to do 
with the Ambaſlador of that Court, or any 
of his Agents. Laitiy, He deſired that he 
would write to his Relations in Germany, 
cultivate as extenſive a Correſpondence there 
as he could, and endcavour, as far as he was 
able, to diſpoſſeſs the Germans of the Pre- 
judices they had cntcrtained againſt their 
Catholic Majeſties. 
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TAE Baron inſtantly obeyed his new Pa- 

tron, returned to Madrid, and punctually 

followed his Inſtructions. But it muſt be 

obſerved to the Honour of M. de Ripperda, 

that notwithſtanding the Art and Addreſs of 
the Baron, he never ſuffered him to penc- 
trate any of his Secrets; ſo that he was 
no leſs ſurprized than the reſt of the World 
at the ſudden Change of that Miniſter's 
Fortunc. All his Buſineſs was to receive 
now and then Packets from M. de Ripperda, 
and to deliver them as they were directed; 

but he ncver received any Anſwers, or was 
at all made privy to their Contents. The 
Intelligence he gave concerning the Affairs 
of Germany was very well received, but he 
could never penetrate the End it was to 
ſerve till it was no Secret to all the World. 
Yet this was the molt conſtant and the moſt 
lucrative Service in which he had hitherto 
been; M. de Ripperda allowed him con- 
ſtantly 1000 Pieces of Eight a-Year, and de- 
frayed any extraordinary Expence he was 
at beſides. When that Miniſter was firſt 
employed abroad in the Service of their 
Catholic Majeſties, on the Project of im— 
proving the Woollen Manufactures, Baron 
Nietohoſf gave a laudable Proof of his Fi- 
delity, by adhering firmly to his Service, 
when his Enemies gave out many Things 
to his Diſadvantage, and even aſſertœd that 
he would never return to Spain. It is no 


Wonder 
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Wonder therefore, that on this Miniſter's 
being ſent into Germany, he repoſed ſtill 
greater Confidence in the Baron, or that he 
rook Pains to ſct him right with his Rela- 
tions in Germany, eſpecially ſince one of 
them was become Miniſter of confider- 
able. Rank in the /;zperial Court. Theſe 
were eminent Services. done to Theodore, 
and in all human Probability he had firmly 
eſtabliſhed his Fortune, if he could have ſet 
any Bounds to his Expences. But his old 
Foible returned upon him; he imagined 
that he was the Darling of Fortune, and 
that ſome time or othcr ke might become 
a Prime Miniſter himſelf. 

To flatter his Ambition, and to be ſtill 
more in the way of Preferment, he thouglit 
proper to addreſs himſelf to his Patron for 
a Recommendation to a Poſt in the Army; 
and without much Difficulty obtained a 
Commiſſion to be Colonel of a Regiment 
of German Foot, which he undertook to 
raiſe, and for which Service he received a 
conſiderable Sum of Moncy. As a farthcr 
Addition to his Fortune, he bethought him- 
ſelf of paying his Addreſſes to one of ber 
Catholic Majeſty's Maids of Honour. This 
Lady was of 1rj Parents, of a conſiderable 
Family, and very much in her Miltreſs's 
good «Graces ; nor was it long before Don 
Theodore was as much in her's. Each of 
them had their Views in this Marriage, 

and 
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and each of them were miſtaken; ſo that 
they literally made the old Proverb good, 
Marry in Haſte, and repent at Leiſure. 
In ſhort, the Courtſhip was ſoon over, and 
her Catholic Majeſty's Lady of Honour 
found herſelf Baroneſs 4% Niewhof; but 
without any Eſtate to ſupport that Title, 
which was a thing extremely neceſſary to a 
Lady of her Dilpolition. 


TUI Baron quickly found an Alteration 
in his Circumſtances, but it was an Alte- 


ration not at all to his Advantage: A Fa- 


mily was maintained with much more Dif- 
ficulty than a ſingle Perſon, Demands were 
much higher, and withal more conſtant; 


the Baron himſelf liked a good Houſe, and 


the Baroneſs was extremely fond of Equi- 
page. In ſhort, each of them were very 
expenſive, and neither knew how to pro- 
vide for this Expence. In a very little 


time the Baron ſaw plainly that his Hopes 


were ail abortive, and that the only Step 
he had to take was to quit Spain. His 
Marriage had forced him to break in on 
the Money advanced him for the levying 
his Regiment; and his Lady's Fortune hav- 
ing baulk'd his Expectation, he thought 
himſelf at full Liberty to make uſe of her 
Jewels, and what other Things of Value 
ſhe had, which he accordingly pack'd up 
and carried off, I will not enter into this 
Affair as a Caſuiſt, or pretend to enquire 

how 


[ 24 ] 
how far the Baron was 'or was not to be 
juſtified in this Act: I ſhall only ſay, that 
tho' it might not be the worſt, yet it had the 
worſt Appearance of any thing he ever did; 
and his Enemies, upon his leaving Spain, 
gave out that he had {tripped his Wife. 

He went firſt into France, where he met 
with abundance of very odd Adventures. 
Few of his old Acquaintance were very 
glad to ſee him, but to make amends for 
this, he was ſoon well received by Perſons of 
Diſtinction, not acquainted with him beforc. 
He knew how to give the Miniſtry Lights 
which they wanted, and drew thercby the 
neceſſary Supplics for his own Wants.. He 
likewiſe enter'd into ſome Correſponden- 
cies with foreign Miniſters, which were 
pretty beneficial : But it being rumoured, 
on the Duke de Ripperda's Diſzrace, that 
he was a Creature of his, cvery body at 
Court grew ſhy of him, and the Baron 
no ſooner diſcerned it than he reſolved to 
withdraw; for, as he dreaded nothing ſo 
much as the Baſtile, fo he knew how {mall 
a Degree of Evidence would ſerve to ſend 
him thither. Before his Departure, how- 
ever, he made himſelf Maſter of ſome very 
important Secrets. He had made himſelf 
very uſeful to a Clerk in a certain Office, 


and he had Addreſs enough to make more. 


uſe of him in his Turn than the other 
was ſenſible of: And having learnt by this 
Mcans 
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Means the whole Train of a private Nego- 
tiation at Turin, he reſolved to make an 
Advantage of diſcloſing it to the Imperial 
Court as ſoon as he arrived in Holland; for 
which Place he very luckily ſet out two 
Days before the Court diſcovered ſome In- 
trigues in which he was concerned, and 
which would have been very fatal to him 
if he had ſtaid any longer. 

ON his Arrival at the Hague, he found 
it the freeſt and faireſt Market for Intelli- 
gence in the World. He addreſſed himſelf 


to the Emperor's Ambaſſador, and deſired 


that a Letter which he delivered him might 
be ſafely tranſmitted to Count Zintzendorff, 
which was promiſed; and we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to believe was punc- 


tually performed, ſince, by the very next 


Poſt, after he could ſuppoſe it was arrived 
at Vienna, he received a Bill for 5000 Flo- 
rins; beſides which, his Intelligence gave 
him an extraordinary Degree of Credit, as 
it proved to be exactly right, and came in 
a moſt critical Conjuncture. In Holland 
he converſed with all ſorts of People, and 
amongſt the reſt with a certain Perſon who 
was going to England in Quality of Mini- 


ſter from a little German Court. He paſſed 


for a very dexterous Man; but the Baron 


quickly took meaſure of his Capacity, and 


knowing himſelf to have much better Ta- 
lents than he, even for the Buſineſs in which 
E he 
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he was to be employed, he thought proper 
to go over to London alſo, in Hopes of 
turning them to his Advantage. He found 
himſclt, on his Arrival in that City, more 
to ſeek than he had formerly been, and 
more at a Loſs for Reſources than in any 
other Part of his Life. 

THE Man he came over with grew quick- 
ly jealous of him, and drew ſuch a Picture 
of him to a certain Miniſter whoſe Creature 
he was, and who was forced to judge of 
Foreigners by the Pictures which his Crea- 
turcs drew, that the Baron, when he came 
to apply to him, met with a very cold Re- 
ception; tho' he had it in his Power, and 
cven in his Intention, to have done him 
a very conſiderable Service, which however 
he had Wit cnough to keep to himſelf. 
The ſame Perſon prevented his gaining any 
Credit with forcign Miniſters, by inſinuat- 
ing to ſome, that he was a Spy tor the Car- 
dinal, and to others, that he was an Emiſ— 


ſary of the Imperial Court. The Baron 


finding himſelf thus ſhut out from all the 
Places where he expected the caſieſt Admiſ- 
ſion, was obliged to make himſelf Maſter 
of the Engliſh Tongue, that he might not 
totally loſe his Time; and he did this with 
ſuch Application, that, except M. Voltaire, 
there never was a Foreigner who under— 
ſtood it ſo well in ſo ſhort a Space. But 
before he had attained this, he tound his 
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Money in a manner gone; and having no 
longer any Hopes of making Merchandize 
of Politics in a Country where, tho' they 
are molt talked of, they are perhaps leaſt 


underſtood, he was obliged to pals for a 


Virtuoſo, a Chymiſt, and a Connoiſleur in 
Pictures, for all which he was well cnough 
qualified, at leaſt for ſuch as he had to deal 
with; but even in this Way he ſucceeded 
very indifferently. 

As his Difficulties grew upon him here, 
and the Baron was very ſenſible how much. 
it lay in the Power of his Creditors to di- 
ſtreſs him, he was exceſſively rejoiced when 
an Opportunity preſcnted itſelf of with- 
drawing. A ccrtain Miniſter at the /mpe- 
rial Court had occaſion for an Agent in 
Italy, where at that Time the French and 
Spaniards were carrying on thoſe Intrigues, 
which ended ſoon atter in a War. This 
Miniſter had a great Opinion of Baron 
Niehoff 's Talents, eſpecially his Dili- 
gence and Dexterity, and for this Reaton 
he reſolved to ſend him thither, in cafe he 
would be content with a moderate Allow- 
ance. The Propoſition was no ſooner made 
by a Perſon employed for that Purpoſe in 
Holland, than cloſed with by the Baron, 
who took the firſt Opportunity of getting 
over to Hleluoetſluys, and in two or three 
Months time proſecuted his Voyage to 
Italy. 
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ON his Arrival at Genoa, he found a con- 
ſiderable Body of Imperial Troops cmploy- 
ed in the Reduction of Corſica to the Obe- 
dience of the Republic; and by his In- 
ſtructions he was directed to obtain as par- 
ticular an Account as he poſſibly could of 
that whole Tranſaction, the German Ofh- 
cers, as is uſual enough on ſuch Occaſions, 
having tranſmitted very different, and at 
the ſame time very indiſtinct Relations. 
The Commiſſion with which Baron Theo- 
dore, was charged was in itſelf very difficult, 
and much more ſo to a Perſon reſiding at 
Genoa, where the Republic kept a ſtrict 
Eye on every Man who ſhewed the leaſt 
Concern about theſe Affairs. The Baron 
formed a right 122 of the Thing; 
and that he might come at the Truth, or 
at leaſt come as near the Truth as poſſible, 
he determined to hear both Partics, and, 
as the eaſieſt, to begin with the Genoeſe 
firſt. Full of this Project, he made an Ac- 
quaintance with one who had been Secre- 
tary to a Genoeſe Commiſſary in the Ifland, 
and who might therefore be preſumed to 
know a good deal of the Matter. The Ba- 
ron did not precipitate Things, but ſuffered 
the Genoeſe, whole Foible was, that of 
thinking himſelf a Man of Importance, to 
fall upon the Subject, of himſelf, which, 
by that time they were pretty intimate, he 
did; and then the Baron, by admiring the 
Sagacity 
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Sagacity of his Reflections, and counter- 
feiting a profound Ignorance in State-In- 
trigues, helped him on till he went through 
his whole Story; the Amount of which, in 
few Words, was this: That the Statc of 
Genoa was ſeldom abſolutely at Eaſe in re- 
ſpect to the Affairs of Corſica, where it 
was a ſtanding Maxim of their Policy, to 
encourage Feuds amongſt the Nobility, 
which very frequently were attended with 
Conſequences they did not expect; and 


then the Methods they took to rid them 


ſelves of theſe, provoked new Ditputes, eſpe- 
cially when it ſo fell out, that the Gover- 
nor for the Republic was a Man, cither 
through want of Abilitics uncqual to his 
Station, or through Intrigues at home, fo 
much cramped in his Power as not to be 
able to act vigorouſly on Occaſions that re- 
quired itz which he obſerved, conſidering 
the Degeneracy of thcir Nobility, and that 
Spirit of Faction which reigned amongſt 
them, happened but too frequently, and 

was the great Source of theſc Diſturbances. 
H E repreſented the Corſicans as a Crew 
of mutinous, turbulent, perfidious, baſe, 
beggarly and. cruel People, upon whom 
good Uſage was thrown away; and therc- 
tore the Republic was forced to keep up, at 
a vaſt Expence, a great military Force in the 
Ifland, and to rely upon the ſeveral ſtrong 
Towns and Caſtles which they had garriſon- 
| cd 
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ed in ſeveral parts of the Iſland, for the 
awing a Nation whom no Civilitics could 
oblige. The Baron enquired, whether the 
Country was abſolutely unfruitful; if the 
People had amongſt them no Manufactures, 
oy | and it it would not turn to the Adyantage 
| of the Republic to cultivate a Spirit of In- 
| duſtry, which would ſoon get the better 

of that of Sedition. At this the Genoeſe 
Il | ſmiled : The Maxims of Itah, ſaid he, are 
more refined. We know better things than 
| to expect, that when People are rich they 
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[ | ſhould be obcdicnt. What we aim at is, 
14 to oblige the Corſicans to till their Ground, 


WE to mind their Country Affairs, to bring 
ill their Commodities to the Ports which are 
14 in our Hands, Where our Merchants pur— 
chaſe them, and export them into foreign 
Countries. While they labour very hard 
aud get but little, they pay their Taxes and 
lf arc quict; but if they were once ſuffered | 
. to trade, Things would ſoon change their 
, Face, and from being Subjects they would 
1 become our Equals. 
15 THIS very War, continued he, aroſe 
lh - from the very Cauſe you ſpeak of. Signior 
Pompiliani had travelled in his Youth thro' 
the greateſt part of Italy, and on his Re— 


= turn to Corſica, he took in his Head to put 


all his Neighbours upon Improvements, by 
which Means the Quarter in which he lived 
became very rich; and as a Conſcquence 

of 
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of this, Signior Pompiliani propoſed to his 


Friend, the Biſhop of Aleria, to obtain 
Leave from from the Republic to erect an 
Academy. This Propoſition was not abſo- 
lutely rejected; but the Commiſlary, who 
was a wiſe Man, and knew the Intereſt of 
the State, was for impoſing ſome new Taxes, 
for complcating the Fortifications at Baſtia, 
which the People refuſed to pay : And Sig- 
nior Pompiliani not only juſtified them, 
but drew up a fine Scheme for the Im- 
provement of the Iſland, as he pretended, 
which he tranſmitted to Genoa, where it 
was not very well rcliſhed. The Commil- 
ſary attempted to make himſelf Maſter of 
his Perſon, but that was found impracti— 
cable; for he preſently aſſociated himſelf 
with ſome other Chiefs, and by their In- 
tereſt and his own, raiſed a Body of eight 
or nine thouſand Men. The Preſident of 
the Council at Baſtia, who was a Man of 
Intrigue, and therefore the fitter to deal 
with Corſicans, ſent a truſty Meſſenger to 
allure him, that himſelf, and the beſt part 
of the Inhabitants, were entirely in his In- 
tereſt; and that, if at a Day appointed he 
would appear before the Place with a Body 
of four or five hundred reſolute Fellows, 


he would undertake to procure him En— 


trance. Signior Pompiliani fell into the 
Snare, and had certainly been cut off, but 
for the Vigilance of one of his Party, Sig- 


nior 


32 
nior Fabio Filinghieri, who offered to 
conduct the Troops that were to execute 
this Expedition. He came accordingly at 
the Day appointed, and the Preſident hav- 
ing no Notice of Signior Pompilian!'s 
changing his Reſolution, and having be- 
ſides no perſonal Acquaintance with him, 
cauſed Signior Fabio to be admitted ; and 
the Garriſon being properly diſpoſed for 
their Reception, cut off him and moſt of 
his Party, and expoſed his Body, ſuppoſing 
it to be that of Pompiliani, on the Wheel, 
not doubting, that when the People ſaw 
their Chief cut off, they would return to 
their Duty. | | 

SINCE that time the principal Perſons 
in the Iſland have entered into a Confede- 
racy, buricd in Oblivion all their former 
Feuds, erected a Council of Twelve for 
regulating public Affairs, ſent their Agents 
abroad to purchaſe Artillery and Ammuni— 
tion, poſſeſſed themſelves of the greateſt 
part of the Iſland; and if his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty had not been graciouſly pleaſed to aſ- 
ſiſt us with four thouſand Men, under the 
Command of General J/achtendonck, had 
undoubtedly driven the Genoeſe entirely 
out of the Country. The Baron having 
obtained this Account, with ſome other 
Circumſtances, from this Acquaintance of 
his, was vcry curious to know how the 
Corſicans furniſhed themſelves with wer 
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aries for carrying on the War; and hear- 
ing they had two Agents at Leghorn, he 


reſolved to go thither, and find ſome Means 


to be introduced to thcir Acquaintance, 
which he effected without much Difficulty. 
THE Names of theſe Agents were Ciac— 
caldi and Raffaell;, Men of good Under- 
ſtanding, and firmly attached to the Intereſt 
of their Country. They readily entered 
into a very cloſe Alliance with the Baron, 


whom they found to have a very enter- 


priſing Genius, and withal a good Intereſt . 
at the Imperial Court. They laid before 
him a true State of their Affairs, which he 
tranſmitted to Vienna; and in conſequence 
of this, Orders were ſent to Prince Lewis 
of Wirtemberg, who commanded the In- 
perial Forces in chief, not to expoſe them 


any longer in a War of this Nature, but to 


ſee ſuch a Treaty made as might ſecure 
the Iſland to the Genoeſe, and leave it's In- 
habitants in ſome degree eaſy. This was 
become the more neceſſary, ſince, in ſeve- 
ral Engagements, the Imperialiſts had ſuf- 
fered ſeverely 3 and moſt of their Generals 
were of Opinion, that, without a Rein- 
forcement of ſix thouſand Men, and a con- 
ſiderable Fleet, the Corſicans could not be 
reduced. 

IN obedience to theſe Orders, a Con— 
greſs was opened at Corte in the Spring 
of the Lear 1732, at which were preſent 
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[ 34 ] | 
not only the Prince of Mirtemberg, but 
the Princes of Culmbach and Waldeck, 
with ſeveral other Perſons of Diſtinction, 
as well as the Plenipotentiarics from the 
Republic, and from the People of Corſica. 
The Treaty was carried on under the Me— 
diation of his Iinperial Majeſty, and a Peace 
was quickly concluded, by which it was 
agreed, that a general Act of Oblivion 
ſhould pals, that all the new Dutics ſhould 
be aboliſhed; that the Cor/icans ſhould be 
capable of Eccleſiaſtical, Civil and Military 


Preferments, as well as the reſt of the Sub- 


jects of the Republic; that Natives ſhould 
be ,cmployed in the principal Poſts in the 
Iſland, and the Corſican Nobility treated 
for the future with juſt Reſpect. But the 
great Point of all was, that the Emperor 


promiſed to ſettle a Chamber of Juſtice at 


Baſtia, which was to be compoſed of a Pre- 
ſident, Vice-Preſident, and ſix Counſellors, 

to whom, in caſe of the Violation of theſe 
Articles, or the Republic's committing any 
future Acts of Oppreſſion, the People of 
the Iſland might appeal. 

THE Republic of Genoa were ſo well 
pleaſed, or at leaſt affeted to be fo well 
pleaſed with the Concluſion of this Treaty, 
that they made the Prince of Mirtemberg 
Preſents to the Value of halt a Million of 
Crowns. Let it quickly appeared, that 
they were far from being ſincere 25 the 

on- 
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Conceſſions they had made; for within a 
ſhort time after the Concluſion of this 
Treaty, they ſeized four of the Corſican 
Chiefs, vis. Giafferi, Ciaccaldi, Afſelli, 
and Father Simon Raffaell;, whom they 
put in Priſon, and treated very indiffercnt- 
ly. Baron Nzewhof was by this time rc- 
turned to Genoa, and having made himſclt 
entirely Maſter of the Diſputes between 
the Republic and the Inhabitants of Cor- 


ſica, he reſolved to ſupport the Cauſe of 


theſe unfortunate Gentlemen, whom he 
thought Martyrs to their Country, with all 
his Intereſt. General Wachtendonck, who 
was ſtill in the Iſland, wrote to the Impe- 
rial Court, upon this occaſion, in very 
warm Terms: He inſiſted, that this Contra- 
vention of the Treaty was highly detri- 
mental to the Imperial Guaranty ; that it 
would infallibly prove the Occaſion of a 
new War, which the Forces undcr his 
Command would not enable him to ſup- 
port; and that beſides, the Genoeſe, be- 
lieving they had now carricd their Point, 
did not take any carc to ſupply the Maga- 
zines as they ought. The Miniſtry, on the 
Reccipt of the General's Diſpatches, wrote 
immediatcly to the Baron, in order to be 
acquainted with his Scntiments of the Mat- 
ter. This gave him the Opportunity he 
wanted. He tranſmitted to Vienna ſuch an 
Account of the whole Affair, and of the 


| Views 


[ 36 ] 
Views of the Genoſe in arreſting theſe Chiefs, 
that an Order was immediately ſent him to 
be communicated: to General J/achten- 
donck ; by which he was directed to inform 
the State of Genoa, that in caſe they did 
not immediately ſet the Corſican Chiefs at 
liberty, his Imperial Majeſty would conſi- 


der it as a Brcach of his Guaranty. This 


had the deſired Effect, for the wiſer part of 
the Senate ſaw the Conſequences that mult 
reſult from trifling any longer; and there- 
fore, on the 22d of April 1733, they de- 
clared the Corſican Chicts were acquitted, and 
the ſame Day they were releaſed from the 
Caſtle of Savona, Baron Niewhof going 
in Perſon to deliver them : And this Ser- 
vice it was that firſt drew the Corſicaus to 
_ conſider him as their Protector. 
Ir was not long after this that the Cor- 
ſican Chiefs made their Submiſſion in the 
Senate of Genoa, and thereupon the Em- 
peror's Guaranty of the Treaty was ſ6lemn- 
ly proclaimed in the Iſland, and the [mpe- 
rial Troops withdrawn. By this Guaranty 
the People fancied they were ſafe, and that 
for the future they {hould not feel any of 
thoſe Acts of Severity which had formerly 
given them reaſon to complain; becauſe in 
that Guaranty the Emperor engaged his Im- 
perial and Archducal Word, to reſtrain the 
Republic in caſe ſhe violated the Conditi- 
ons ſtipulated in the Treaty. In a very 


ſhort 


" + 0 4 
A'S * ä 


1 Nee 2 
% aA ans” 25 
4% F PS RR 


* 
2 
* 
OY 
7 
5 
7 
* 
o 
3 
$ 
8 


F429 5] 


ſhort Space, however, they ſaw cauſe to 
alter their Sentiments. The Emperor was 
not in a Condition to execute what he had 
promiſed, or to ſet up ſuch a Court as was 
expected at Baſtia ; and the Genoeſe being 
tree from all Controul, began again to put 
ſome of their old Maxims in Practice, by 
taking up Signior Alexandrini and his Son- 
in-law upon falſe Acculation, which was 
made ſo notorious, that they were obliged 
to releaſe them: But attempting ſoon after 
to ſcize another Gentleman they ſuſpected. 
in his Houſe, his Tenants roſe, killed ſome - 
of the Soldicrs, and diſperſed the reſt ; and 
this produced new Commotions. 

BARON Nzewhof was at this Time at 


Leghorn, whither ſome of the Corſican 


Chiefs reſorted to him, in order to ask his 
Opinion how far a ſolemn Deputation to 
the Imperial Court would avail them; and 
the Baron, who had a ſincere Friendſhip 
for the Men, told them plainly, that, as 
Things then ſtood, he did not conccive an 
Application of that ſort would have any 
great Effect. They then opened to him 
the Reſolution formed by themſelves and 
their Countrymen to ſhake of the Genoeſë 
Yoke entirely, and to ſet up a free State. 
The Baron rcadily owncd, that this would 
be a great and glorious Undertaking, but 
withal expreſſed his Apprehenſion, that it 
would be found impracticable; adding, that 


ir 
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if it was poſlible for the People to become 
free, it muſt be by ſctting up the Govern- 
ment of a ſingle Perſon, whoſe Intereſt 
muſt be the ſame with theirs, and who, 
having no other Support than the Love of 
his Subjects, could never have it in his 
Power to oppreſs them. The Corſican 
Chicts, after weighing this Propoſition for 
ſome time, asked the Baron if he would 
undertake the Deliverance of their Country 
upon thoſe Terms. To this he replied, 
That he would willingly risk his Lite for 
their Service; but that he did not ſce how 
it was poſlible for a Forcigner, without 
Friends or Fortune, to attempt, with any 
Hopes of Succeſs, the making himſelf an 
independent Prince, and that to be one 
Day a Sovercign, and the next a Vagabond, 
was what they could not deſire ſhould be the 
Fate of one who had ſo zcalouſly and fo 
effectually ſerved them. 

SIGNIOR Giafferi and his Aſſociates, 
took the Baron's Anſwer into their ſerious 
Conſideration; and having ſome time after 
deſired another Conference, they acquaint- 
ed him, that they were ſtill of their old Opi- 
nion; and that, if he would be content to 
depend upon them, they would undertake 

to make him King of Corſica: They ſaid, 
they had been convinced by Experience of 
two Things; t, That a Confederacy at 
home could not ſubſiſt long on e of 

their 
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their Jealouſies; and ſecondly, That there 
was no depending for Protection on any 
foreign Power, ſince, whenever their In- 
tereſt required it, they were ſure to aban- 
don them, as their Anceſtors had often 
felt to their Coſt from France, Spain and 
Tuſcany. The only Cure therefore they 
could deviſe for theſe Miſchiefs was, to 
chooſe ſome Foreigner for their Prince, 
without conſidering any Qualification be- 
ſides perſonal Merit. To ſuch a one the 
Corſican Lords would rcadily ſubmit, be- 
cauſe, as his Title and Authority muſt be 
the Effect of their Choice, ſo they need be 
under no Apprehenſions of his preferring 
this or that Family at the Expence of others, 
ſince that would be leſs dangerous to them 
than to himſelf. That the very Name of 
a Prince would be of ſignal Uſe to awe 
the People, who might be drawn to perſiſt 


ſtcadily in a War againſt the Republic, even 


upon their own Funds, provided that pro- 
per Care could be taken for exporting their 
Commodities, and returning the Produce 
of them in Arms and Ammunition, which 
the People might be taught to think were 
furniſhed them by the Allies of their new 
Prince. They concluded with ſaying, that 
they had (till another Reaſon for being fond 
of this Scheme, which was, That it de- 
monſtrated their own public Spirit and Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, ſince, inſtead of aiming at 


Power 
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Power themſelves, they were willing to 
risk their Lives and Fortunes to put it into 
the Hands of another, from a thorough 
Perſuaſion, that he would always uſe it for 
the Benefit of thoſe by whom it was be- 
ſtowed. The Baron ſmiled at this Dif- 
courſe, and could not help ſaying, we arc 
whimſical Fellows to talk of diſpofing of 
Kingdoms: Here are five of us, and I que- 
ſtion whether we can raiſe 500 Piſtoles. 
That may be, Sir, ſaid Gzafferi; but ac- 
cept of our Propoſal, and reſolve to exe- 
cute it, you will then find, that 50,000 may 
be much ſooner had than you are aware of: 
Say you ſo, returned the Baron, briskly, 
then it is determined; point me out the 
Means, and 1 promiſe you 1 will be con- 


tent to become a King. 


THis Foundation once laid, they often 
met and conferred upon the Subject. The 
Baron, in one of theſe Conferences, told 
them, that he was much fitter to be thcir 
Agent than their Prince; that he had 
pretty good Notions of Trade, and that his 
Acquaintance with military Affairs would 
qualify him to ſce proper Returns made 
them for whatever they exported. He ob- 
ſerved, that in England and in Holland a 
Man might provide Artillery, Arms and 
Ammunition enough to conquer Corſica, 
without any body's knowing or enquiring 
for what Country it was deſigned. The 

great 
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great Difhculty, ſaid the Baron, will be to 
find Money, ManufaQtures or Commodi- 
ties, to veſt them in the Goods you want 
will give me no Trouble at all. We be- 
lieve that to be true, ſaid they; but we 
are convinced by Experience, that it would 
give us a great dcal. We no ſooner ſet 
our Foot in any Country, and endeayour 
to purchaſe any kind of warlike Stores, 
but we arc immediately diſcovered by ſome 
of the Emiſſaries of the Republic, who em- 
ploy a thouſand Inventions to embaraſs 
us, and to defeat our Deſigns; for cither 
they repreſcnt us as Agents for a diſcon- 
tented Party in the Country where we re— 
ſide, and ſo ruin us. at once, or elſe they 
give out, that we are Agents for Pyrates, 
or perhaps for the Algerines, which in 
certain Countries, you know, is ſufficient 
to ruin us in a double Capacity, by ex- 
poſing us to the Reſentment of the State, 
and to the Fury of the Inquiſition. In 
Places where theſe Practices will effect no- 
thing, they have Recourſe to Aſſaſſinati— 
ons ; and that appcars to Strangers a ſudden 
Quarrel, which is in fact a concerted De- 
ſign. Theſe arc the Reaſons which put it 
out of ours, and out of our Countrymen's 
Power, to provide in any degree for their 
own Security, though otherwiſe we have 
very conlidcrable Reſources. 

THESE, ſaid the Baron, are what I chicf- 


ly want to know; convince me but of theſe, 
© IR and 
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and you will find me ready to undertake 
Whatever you can ask; for as, on the one 
hand, I am afraid of ruſhing raſhly into a 
ridiculous Affair, ſo, on the other, make 
it but oncc probable that I can ſupport my- 
ſelf and you, and I am from that Moment 
devoted to your Service. This, ſaid Don 
G:afferi, is our greateſt Secret, that very 
Secrct which coſt us our laſt Impriſonment 
at Savona. You muſt know, that the Ge- 
noeſe themſelves are ſenſible enough that 
we do not want Friends, and they even 
ſuſpect that ſome conſiderable Perſons in 
Genoa arc of the Number. They knew, 
that the Marquis Rafael, who officiated 
at the Congreſs as our Secretary, was in- 
truſted with this Secret; and they laid a 
Scheme for ſurpriſing him when he brought 
the Treaty to be ſubſcribed to the Apart- 
ment of Prince Lewis of W/irtemberg. 
Of this we were informed, and took care 
therefore, firſt to ſee all his Papers of Con- 
ſequence deſtroyed, and next to fend him 
out of the Ifland before we ſurrendered 
ourſclves; and it was our Caution in this 
Reſpect which provoked them ſo highly. 
But be aſſured, Sir, we want not Friends 
in moſt of the Countries of Europe : Friends, 
Sir, not only ready to ſerve us in an ordi- 
nary Way, but who will cren ſuffer us to 
ſhare their Fortunes, But it is time enough 
to enter into Particulars, when you have 

taken 
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taken a ſettled Reſolution, when you have 
determined to attempt the Deliverance of 
our dcar Country, and to accept a Crown 
from the lands of a grateful People. 

O un Diſcourſe is pleaſant enough, ſaid 
the Baron; but methinks it would be re— 
quiſite, previous to my engaging in this Af— 
fair, that I had ſome proper Account of 
this Country. That I have a general No- 
tion of the Situation of Corſica, and of the 
principal Places in it, I do not deny; but I 
mult at the fame time own, that I am very 
little acquainted either with its ancient or 
modern Hiſtory: And which is of more 
Concc:n to me, I am far from knowing 
it's Extent, it's Products, Ports, Commerce, 
or indeed any thing that ſhould tempt me 
to dedicate the future part of my Life to the 
Service of it's Inhabitants. Put permit me, 
on the other hand, to aſſure you, that j am 
a true Citizen of the World, and ſhall. 
eſteem that my Home where 1 am belt re- 
ceived. Obſcrve this Motto on my Scal, 
Ubi Libertas, ibi Patria; conſider how 
it is adapted to the Device, which you ſee 
is a Bird flying in the Air: You will find 
me ſteady to this, and J preſume will not 
be difpleaſed, that I do not expreſs ſo much 
Eagerneſs as perhaps ſome other Men would 
on ſuch an Occaſion. You judge right, Sir, 
laid Signior Gzaferi, and 1 will bring you 
$34 10- 
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To-morrow a little Piece drawn up for this 
very Purpoſe by the Canon Orzzcone. 


As this Piece is but very ſhort, and yet 


contains a much clearcr and better Account 
of this Iſland than has been hitherto publiſh- 
cd, the Reader will not think his Time ill 
ſpcnt in peruſing it. 


The State of the Iſland of Coxs1ca, 
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and it's Inhabitants. 


HOEVER conſiders the Situation 

of Corſica, and it's Fitneſs in all 
Reſpects both torHabitation and Trade, and 
afterwards caſts an Eye on the preſent Con- 
dition of it's Inhabitants, will ſcarce find it 
poſlible to reconcile the one to the other, 
It lies between Thirty-nine and Forty- 
two Degrees of North Latitude, having it's 
longeſt Day about fiftecn, and it's ſhorteſt 
about nine Hours. It's Extent is not very 
great, yet one hundred and thirty Leagues 
of Territory, well improved, might con- 
tent the rational Deſires even of a great 
Prince. As to the Climate, it is in ge- 
neral healthy; and as to the Soil, it is 
far from bcing ſo barren as at firſt Sight 
it appears, and is generally repreſented 
to be. Mater it has in abundance: And 
as to it's other Blemiſhes, which are Hur- 
ricancs in the Air, and Moraſſes in the 
Land, the former might poſſibly be ren- 
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dered leſs frequent, and the latter totally 
removed, by a proper Cultivation ; at 
leaſt ſo we are taught to hope by what 
has fallen out in other Places. 

«© THOUGH it muſt be allowed, that the 
beſt Friends to Corſica cannot boaſt of 
it's Fertility, yet thoſe e garage it 
moſt muſt admit, that it produces all the 
Neceſſaries of Life in great abundance ; 
beſides which, there is excellent Wine, 
plenty of Oil, Wax, and other Commo- 
ditics, which might yicld it's Inhabitants 
a beneficial Commerce, if their Ports 
were not in the Hand of a forcign State. 
I ſay nothing of the interior Riches of 
this Ifland, it's Mines of Iron and more 
valuable Metals, which, by the refined 
Policy of thoſe who ſtile themſelves it's 
Maſters, remain unwrought, though not 
undiſcovered. What I have alrcady mcn- 
tioned will ſufficiently ſucw, that, in it- 
ſelf, Corſica is not a more dclpicable 
Country than ſome which make a very 
conſiderable Figure in the World. If 
this does not ſo, the Reaſons are pretty 


. obvious, and Mankind cannot there- 


fore be ſurprized at the Unecaſineſs of 
its Inhabitants. ; 

* THERE is ſcarce any Ifland of, it's 
bigneſs that abounds more or with ſafer 
Ports, and conſequently is better fitted 
for Trade. Towards Tuſcany it has Ba- 


« ſit, 
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| lia, which might be rendered more con- 
| * vycnicent than it is; towards Jardin is 
Bonifacio, which might be made the 


4 


4 5 
e ſtrongeſt in the World, and Porto Ve- 11 
« 50, or the Old Port, which is as ſafe | © f 
% and commodious as any in Italy, On Et 
* the other Side of the Iſland lie Calkus | © | 
« and Hjaggo, which is cqually ſtrong ER 
* and fate. The Towns arc indced far = 
e from being conſiderable, yet Baſtia, af 
« where the Governor reſi des, is not de— BY 
e ſpicable; and Corte would have been ww 
c“ long ago a beautiful City, if her Ingaa?- © 
e bitants could have enjoyed Peace. as 
* to the Eſtates of People in the Iſland. I 0 
cc cannot tell how to give Strangers a better Fi 
* Idea of them, than by obſcrving that ry 
„there arc five Biſhoprics in Corſica, the D 
© richeſt of which, vg. Aleria, is worth wy 
© about 5000 Crowns a-Ycar, which is a So 
Revenue few of the Nobility exceed. As 
% to the Farmers and middle tort of Pco- 8 
e ple, their Condition is fo far from be- 1 
ing good, that it is not even tolerable; : 
ec which is not owing, as ſome have ima- = 
« gined, to the Mountains and Deſarts ; 
« which they inhavir, but to their wanting = 
Hall Encouragement to give thoſe Moun- | 


« tains and Deſarts a better Aſpect, which | 
« might bc caſily done, it they were ſure 
« to enjoy ſuch Penciits as their Labours 

„might purchale, 


115 


0 
7 


cc 


cc 


L 47 ] 


« THIS naturally lcads me to fpcak of 
it's Inhabitants, which almoſt all Authors 
brand with the Epithets of a rude, bar- 
barous, bale, idle and thicviſh People. 
I will not pretend to free them cntirely 
from all Imputation of theſe bad Quali- 
tics, but perhaps it may be allowed ſome 
Extenuation, that their Rudencis proceeds 
from their being in a manner M priſoned 
in the Heart of tacir Country, where 
they are compelled to hard Labour and 
hard Fare. It they arc barbarous, it flows 

from their having no Scats of Learning, 
and very little Encouragement. Their 
Baſenels refieAas not to much upon them, 

as on thoſe who, by their tyrannical Pe- 
haviour, have depraved their Judgments, 
as well as broken tacir Spirits. Their 
Idiencſs proceeds, partly from having no- 
thing to do, and Par; y from tlicir being 2 
ſure to get little when they have done: 
Work has nothing inviting in its Nature. 
You mult cherich Induſtry, or it will NC- 
ver thrive. Then as to Thicviſhnets, 
though certainly it be a low Vice, vet 
the Corſticaus have much to ſay for rnem- 
ſelves; their Wants prompt them, and 
they arc taught by the Examples of their 
Maltcrs, Indigent themſlelves, and in the 
midſt of that Indi, ence oppreſted, why 
ſhould Virtuc be four: nt amongſt them: 
vet it mult be allowed, that they alpire 
beyond 
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* beyond what they practiſe: Their preſent . « 
« Quarrel with the Genoeſe is, That they IM « 
. © long to be civilized — and ſince they « 
| ee will not ſuffer it — they are reſolved to « 
1 | « BE 7 ree. = 


— — — 
— — — — 


| TRE Iſland of Corſica was formerly 
| ce ſubject, as all Countrics have been, to « 
« to it's natural Princes, who were ſtiled | 


« Counts of Corſica; but thro' their own FE 
“ Vices, thro' the Heats and Factions that « 
c {ſprung up amongſt their Subjects, and Þ « 
« eſpecially thro* the Arts of the Clergy, 1 
<« they were firſt brought into great Diſtreſs, . 
cc and atlaſt driven out of their Poſſeſlions. |} « 
“The beſt Title the Genoe/e have, is the | « 
« Gift of Pope Nicholas V. about the Þ 
« Middle of the fifteenth Century; which, |Þ 


« however, has been always controverted, | 
ce and the Republic been forced to main 
ce tain her Poſſeſſion, by erecting Fortreſſes, 

« and keeping Garriſons all over the Iſland, 

c which, from time to time, {hc has very 

cc plentifully watered with the Blood of it's 

<* Inhabitants, whom therefore ſhe ought . 

ce to be aſhamed to call her Subjects. 

« There is (ſcarce a Prince in the Southern 

ce Part of Europe who, at ſome time or 
e other, has not, in Pity to their Suffer- 

<« ings, taken the Corſicans under his Pro- 

ce tection. They were long Clients to the 

“ Kings of Arragon and Sicily, they were 

* afterwards favoured by the French Mo- 

« narchs, 
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« narchs, and never applied in vain to the 


« Great Dukes of Tuſcany. It appears 
« from hence, that the Republic has al- 
« ways acted towards them tyrannically ; 
ce and that they have ever exerted the no- 
ce bleſt Propenſity to Virtue, that of diſ- 
« daining to be Slaves. 
« To demonſtrate the Want of Authenti- 
* city in the Republic's Claim to an inde- 
4 feaſible Dominion over the Ifland of Cor- 
&« ſica, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that 
© ſometimes this Sovercignty has been. 
placed in the Bank of St. George, then 
« reſumed by the State, again quitted to 
ce the Bank and reſumed again. If all this 
* was lawful for the Conveniency of the 
«© Genoeſe, why ſhould not the Corſicans 
e too be allowed to change? Is there any 
* Mark ſet upon them, by which it appears 
* they were born Slaves, and born ſo to 
* this State? Or does the Republic pretend 
* to ſet up a Right by Conqueſt? If fo, 
* why may not that Liberty which was loſt 
by Force, be as legally recovered the fame 
«* Way? But they fay, that their Right has 
* been acknowledged by moſt of the Princes 
*« of Europe. That, without doubt, is a 
good Argument againſt theſe Princes, if 
is they ſhould attempt to conquer Corſi ca; 
* but is of no Validity as to the Inhabi- 
* tants; for the Right which foreign States 
meant to acknowledge or guaranty, was, 
H * un- 


* 


cc 
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* unqueſtionably, ſuch a one, as reſults from 
ec legal Government, and therefore if the 
% Republic has ceas'd fo to govern, it has 
c thereby forfeited all Title to ſuch Ac- 
© know ledgements. Theſe are Points de- 
* ducible from the known Laws of Nature 
* and Nations, which are directly repugnant 
ce to all Tyrannics whatſocyer. 

« ALL the World muſt obſerve, that the 
*« {cnding a Governor at ſtated Times, with 
*«« Inſtructions unknown to thoſe he is to 
* govern, ſupported by a military Force, 
* diſtributed through every Part of the 
© Ifland, and rccurred to on all Occaſions 
cc as the dernier Reſort. I ſay all the World 
© muſt obſcryc in this, ſclf-evident Marks 
of Tyranny. But then again, if we add 
the known and avowed Maxims of the 
State, ſuch as that the Corſicans were to 
be kept low and poor, denied the Reſ— 
pect due to their Birth, and the Preter- 
« ments they might have pretended to from 
their Merit; their having no Favour or 
Protection ſhewn them at Genoa, and 
cc it's drawing ſuch of the Nobility into 
Danger, as out of pure Generoſity were 
inclined to treat them otherwiſe. All this, 
5 ſay, taken together, muſt make it plain 
© as a lclt- evident Propoſition, that it was 
« not a lawful and modcrate Authority, 
* agrccable to the Dictates of Reaton and 
« the Corifiien Syſtem, that the Genoeſe 
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affected over us, but rather a Turkiſh Mo. 
narchy, or to ſpeak in their own Lan- 
« guage, that ſort of Sovercignty which the 
Ac Greek Republics cxerciſed over the Bar- 
de- N % barians they ſubducd. What Wonder, 
ure © therefore, if having never treated us as 
ant „ subjects, we ſcarce ever regarded them as 
e our legitimate Lords? This is what, 


he 4 from like Cauſes, has happened in for- 
th „ mer Ages, and in other Countrics, and 
to © („yet the People were never branded with 
Cc, ©: © odious Appellations. A juſt Degree of 
he „ Freedom is what we arc intitled to as M cn, 
ns „ and it is all that we have contended for. 
Id Þ « We did not in the beginning of theſe 
ks | © Troubles ask the Genoeſe to govern them, 
id e or cven to have a Share in their Gove mA 
1C « ment; we only deſired that ſome of our 
0 | © Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Officers might be 
f- Natives, and that a Man's being born in 
- þ Corſica might not debaſe him. Such as 
n | © will ſink their Ne ighbours below the 
r © © Rank of Subjects, ought to expect, that 
d | © if Opportunity offers, they will attempt 
0] «© to wreit Power, ſo ill emp! loxed, out of 
Cc © © their Hands. Camels, F201gH they ſtoop 
„ © robe loaden, throw off their Burthens, 
1 | © whentoo hex vy to be vorne. 

1 THERE are, at leaſt, 40500 Honſho!ders 
„ © in Corſica; ought there not to be ſom 


| Care taken of theſe as Men, as Mos 
| <©f of Socicty, and as CHreſtians“ Yer that 
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no ſuch Care is taken, the Genoe/e them- 


ſelves confeſs, when they upbraid them 


with Poverty, Idleneſs, and letting them- 
ſelves out for Soldiers in forcign Coun- 
tries; for this can never happen but 
through Oppreſſion, or a Place being 
over-populous, which is what certainly 
cannot be ſaid of our Ifland. But far- 
ther, as Men there is no Care taken to 
cducate the Ingenious, or to employ the 
Induſtrious; to correct the Unruly, or 
to reward the Virtuous; to aſſiſt the In- 
digent, or to rclieve the Sick or Agcd, 
It in ſpite of all Diſcouragements a Man 
will remain at home, he muſt be content 
with Penury and Servitude, work hard 
to pay high Taxes; be at the Beck of 
Strangers, and tremble at the Frown of 
one from whom he never reccived cither 
Benefit or Protection. Is this a fit Life 
for Men to lcad? or can it be wonder'd, 
that to avoid it, they fly to the Continent 
which ſcems to invite them, and having 
no Means at home, to learn any thing 
but the Uſe of their Arms, ovght they 
to be deſpiſed for ſeeking Bread from 
the ſingle Trade they underfiand ? 

* IT ſeems to be univerſally agreed, that 
in reſpect to Learning and Policy, Eu 
rope has been much improved within the 
two laſt Centuries ; it ought therefore to 
be expected, that ſince ſo many of the 


« Corſecans 


. 
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&« Corſicans have been driven from home, and 
& from the Nature of that Dominion which 
ce the Republic has exerciſed, been forced, 
* as it were, to look abroad, and acquaint 
te themſelves with People's Manner of Liv- 
« ing in other Parts of the World, that they 
© ſhould be willing to carry ſome Effects 
& of their Experience back. In former 
Ages, every little Diſtrict in Traly had 
« it's Tyrant, who fancied the Inhabitants 
* of it born only for his Uſe, and there- 
fore kept them inceſſantly imployed in 
feeding his Avarice, extending his Power, 
© or flattering his Vanity. Now we ſee 
« nothing of this. All Places are governed 
« by a certain Syſtem of Laws calculated 
« for the general Good, in Corſica alone 
<« this happy Doctrine has not vet prevailed ; 
ce her Inhabitants are ſhut up in Toils like 
« wild Beaſts; a handful of Strangers pre- 
« ſcribe to them the Labours they ſhall un- 
« dergo, and the Price they ſhall pay for 
the Honour of ſubmitting to theſe Dirccti— 
« ons: And while they pique themſelves 
C on the Glory reſulting from holding a 
“Kingdom thus in Bondage, they at cvery 
ce turn inſult the Wretches they inſlave, for 
e thoſe Viccs and that Stupidity, which ar 
« the mere Effects of their Condition. 
IN the laſt place let us obſerve, that 
cc in the preſent Situation of things, and as 
ce the general Intereſt of Itah) now ſtands, 
| cc thc 
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Freedom of Corſica is not become more 
neceſſary to herſelf than to her Neigh- 
bours. We ſec in all Diſputes about the 
Balance of Power, how expedient it 
would be to have a Maritime Force in 


Italy unreſtrained by any Apprchenſions 


of the greater Potentates on the Conti- 
nent. Such a Power might Corſica be 
it a free State; though unheard of and 
inſignificant as a Province dependant on 
the little Republic of Genoa, which 
is itſclf almoſt grown below Notice, 
though ſtill ſo great in it's own Eyes. 

* To alter the Condition of a whole 
People, it is neceſſary to excite a Spirit 
of Freedom and Independancy; for this 
quickly works out Idleneſs, Pride and a 
Deſire of Change, He who would not 
be ſubject ro anotncr, mult have wherc- 
withal to maintain himſelf, When a 


Man has ſtruck out a Method of doing 


this, he ventures upon a Family; and as 
Paternal Affection is a much nobler and 
ſtronger Patizon than Seli-love, lo it is 
certain, a Parent influenced by ſuch No- 
tions, will exert the utmoſt Power of 
which Human Nature is capable, to ſe— 
cure the Welfare and Liberty of his Oft- 
ſpring, and both by his Councils and 
Example, will inſpire them With Senti— 
ments like his own. A few Families 
like theſe, united, will ſoon attain a Force 
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not caſily to be ſubdued. Such, as they 
boaſt themſelves, was the Origin of the 
noble Yenetians. Such, in latcr Times, 
the Beginnings of the States of Holland, 
why then ſhould we fancy the Strength 
of Nature ſo decayed, that, as in old Age, 
ſhe ſhould want Force to bring forth ano- 
ther Commonwealth ? 

« IF dcſirous of procuring theſe Bleſſings 
for others as well as themſelves; if warm 
with a tender Concern for the Honour of 


their Country, and the Welfare of their 


Countrymen; if ſtudious of the Glory 
and common Good of Italy, there have 
been, and ſtill are, Natives of Corſica, 
who breathe ſuch a Spirit as this, and en- 
dcavour to infuſe it into all they know, 
ought they to be eſteemed Incendiarics, 
Rebels and Traytors? To the Genoeſe they 
may, nor are they aſhamed of being ſo 
reputed. But to their Brethren, to the 
oppreſſed Corſicans, to the J/hite Ne- 
groes of the Genoeſe they are ſurely Friends, 
Patriots, Deliverers, and ſo they will al- 
ways approve themſelves. Far from ſtirring 
up Tumults, exciting Seditions, or entering 
into dark Conſpiracies for their private 
Advantage, or ſubverting a juſt Authority, 
their Aim is to make a Nation happy, 
by extinguiſhing an intollerable Tyranny, 
and ſettling in it's ſtead, ſuch a Govern- 


ment as may anſwer this end. Neither 
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do they think themſelves accountable for 
thoſe untoward Accidents that may fall 
out in ſuch a Struggle; theſe naturally at- 


tend all Revolutions, and are Evils which 
muſt be borne, for the ſake of the Benc- 


produce. | 

« THE Gifts of Providence have been hi- 
therto neglected, the far greater part of 
our Country lies deſert. The Cottages 
that defend us from the Cold, differ little 
from the Dens of Beaſts, We ſhelter our- 
ſelves in Rocks and Mountains, while 
our Enemies, to plague us and themſelves, 
arc ſhut up in Forts. The little our La- 
bour produces, is laid out in defeating us 
of the Adyantages which would other: 
wiſe accrue from it. Our Towns arc 
without Manufactures, our Villages with- 
out Farmers, our numerous and commo- 
dious Ports afford Shelter only to Fiſh- 
ing-Boats. If therefore we ſeek to change 
this wretched State of Affairs, and to 
make Corſica like other Countries we 
have ſeen, let ſo glorious a View teach 
us to deſpiſe Dangers, to diſdain Ca- 
lumny, and to be indefatigable i in a Caule 


which imports us and our Poſterity fo 
much.” 


THOUGH this Paper is far from being 
methodical, and though it abounds with that 
kind 
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kind of Italian Eloquence, which to us ap- 
pears pure Exaggeration, yet as it marks the 
Character of the Perſon who drew it, and 
makes an explicit Diſcovery of the Motives 


upon which both Chiefs and People acted, 


I thought it better to inſert it as it ſtands, 
than by ſubſtituting a cooler and more re- 
gular Piece, run the Hazard of not inſtructing 
the Reader more at the ſame time that I 
had been ſure to entertain him leſs: For it 
muſt be allowed there is a Vivacity in the 
Canon Orticones Caſe, which cannot fail 
of pleaſing, though it may not convince us. 
He was a Man of great Parts and Merit, re- 
carded in that Light at Rome and in the 


Court of Madrid, and well provided for 


in the former City, when, ſeeing the Af- 


fairs of his Country deſperate, he thought 


fit to retire thither. 

Ir would fatigue the Reader, ſhould I en- 
ter into a Detail of all that paſſed between 
Baron Theodore and the Corſican Chiefs at 
Leghorn, I ſhall content myſelf, therefore, 
with obſerving, that after much Diſcourſe 
it was at laſt rcſolved; that the Baron ſhould 
be intruſted with all the ſecret Correſpon- 
dencics of the Party, and that he ſhould en- 
dcavour abroad to diſpoſe every thing for the 
Service of the revolted Corſicans, ſo that 
they might neither want Arms, Ammunt- 
tion, or a few Veſſels to retire to, in caſe 
the Republic ſhould be able a ſecond time to 

I intro- 
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introduce foreign Succours. The Chiefs 
were in the mean time to return into the 
Iſland, to diſpoſe the People to a general 
Inſurrection, under the Notion of eſtabliſh- 
ing a free Republic; and when that Deſign 
ſhould appear impracticable, they were then 
to declare, that a Perſon would ſoon arrive 
from abroad, with ſuch Supplies, and ſo 
ſupported, that by owning him for King, 
the Corſicans might deliver themſelves at 
once. This Agreement once made, both 
Parties thought of nothing but putting it in 
execution, having every day Intelligence 
from the Iſland, that the Republic paid no 
regard to the late Treaty, and that on the 
other ſide the Mountains the People were 
all in Arms. 

ON the Return of their Chiefs the Re- 
volt became ſo general, that in the Summer 
of the Year 1734 the Genoeſe had not a Foot 
of Land in the Iſland, but what was com- 
manded by the Cannon of their Forts; and 
when things were in this Situation, it was 
reſalved by the Heads of the Party, who 
were not acquainted with the Intrigue of 


Baron Theodore, to offer the Iſland to the 


Crown of Spain; and though this was 
warmly oppoſed in a long and ſenſible 
Specch by Signior Aſtaldi, who ſaid they 


did not fight to change Maſters, but Con- | 


ditions, yet it was carricd at laſt, and the 
Canon Orticone diſpatched to Madrid to 
make 
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make a Tender of their Duty to their 
Catholic Majeſties. In his Abſence, Sig- 
nior Fabiani, who was beſt affected ro 
Don Theodore, began to found Aſtaldis 
Sentiments, and finding he was abſolutely 
for a Free State, he adviſed him to draw 
up the Plan of one againſt the next Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, ſince he foreſaw their Am- 
baſlador would come ſhort of his Errand. 
In which he was not miſtaken; for the Ca- 
tholic King thank'd Orticone, made him a 
handſome Preſent, but excuſed himſelf from 
accepting the Crown of Corſica as things 

then ſtood; though an Offer was made to 
treat with the Canon for raiſing two Regi- 
ments of Foot in the Iſland, but he an- 
ſwered like a Man of Spirit, That he came 
fo offer the Hearts, and not to ſell the 
Bodies of his Brethren, upon which he 
was ditmils'd. 

On his Return into the Ifland, another 
General Aſſembly was held, in January 
1735, in which A/fald;'s Plan was propoſed, 
approved, and Corſica dc clarcd a Free Com- 
monwealth under the Protection of the In- 
maculate Virgin. I hey dee ared Andrew 
Ciaccaldi, Facinthus Jauli and Don Lewis 
Gtajfert Generals, and appointed many other 
Othcers; but tue moſt extraordinary thing 
they did in this Aliembly was, the ordering 
thirtcen Perſons to be impaled alive, for 
conſpiring to deliver one of their Chiefs to 
I 2 the 
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the Republic; and from this time forward 
it appeared, that the whole Nation was 
united in the Defign of ſhaking off the Ge- 
noeſe Yoke. The Republic having a true 
Account of the State of their Affairs, re- 
ſolved to ſend thither Don Francis Pinelli, 
who had been Commiſſary at the beginning 
of the Troubles, and, as the Corſicans al- 
ledged, the principal Cauſe of them. On 
his Arrival in the Iſland he had formed a 
Deſign of ſurprizing ſome of their Chiefs, 
when they met at a private Conſultation; 
and he thought his Scheme ſo well laid, 
that he gave the Command of a Body of 
Twelve hundred Men, appointed to execute 
it, to his Son, a brisk Cavalier of great 
Hopes. However, he miſcarried in this De- 


the Day before it was to be put in execu— 
tion; and enabled them to poſt an Ambu— 
icade ſo advantageouſly, that before they 
perceived it half, the Genoe/ſe were cut off 
from the reſt in ſuch a manner, that though 
the former might advance, yet rhe latter 
could not follow. In the Confuſion this 
occaſioned, Don Lewis Giaſferi charged 
the advanced Guard of the Genoe/e lo rudely, 
that, after a great Effuſion of Blood, Pi— 
nelli and his Men ſurrendered Priſoners of 
War, and were conducted accordingly to 


Ciaffert's Quarters, 


THis 


ſign, which was betrayed to the Corſicans 
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T n1s Accident quite altered the Com- 


miſſary's Temper ; he propoſed a Ceſſation 
2 of Arms to the Malecontents, who permit- 
C ted him to ſend Refreſhments to his Son, 
tho they aſſured him he had no need of them. 
„, At their Requeſt he conſented to a ſecond 
g |F Suſpenſion of Arms for ſix Weeks, which 
l- gave Time on both ſides for getting in the 
n Harveſt; which had ſuch an Effect on the 
a | Minds of the Corſicans, that they ſoon af- 
„ ter ſet his Son at liberty; and Pinelli being 
II recalld, offer'd to carry their Propoſals of 
I Peace to the Senate of Genoa, where they 
f | wc:c rcad indeed, but rejected at the firſt 
C ' reading. 
8 ALL this time the Corſicans received 
- Supplies from abroad very regularly, and 
F in much greater Quantities than formerly: 


And though the Genoeſe took all imagin- 
- able Pains to diſcover from whence theſe 
7 Succours came, yet their Endeavours were 
j in vain; and they became at length per— 
ſwaded, or at lcaſt pretended fo, that they 
were furniſhed by the Algerines or Tuniſeens; 
; and of this a ſucceeding Accident ſeem'd to 
furniſh them with Proof. 
| THe new Commillary of the Republic, 
the Chevalier Rzvarola, thought to carry 
all before him. He received very conſider- 
able Supplies, and having rais'd the Blockade 
of molt of the ſtrong Places in the Ifland, 
he reſolyed to provide in a particular Man- 
ner 
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ner for the Safety of Aleria, and therefore 


ſent thither four heavy Cannon of Braſs, 


which was preciſely what the Malecontents 
wanted; for no ſooner were they entered 
the City, than Don Lewis Giafferi took 
the Ficld at the Head of 16,000 Men, and 
having driven the Commiſlary back to Ba- 


ſtia, formed the Blockade of Aleria, and 


ſoon after took it, and a Party declaring 
for him in the Place, it was quickly taken; 
which ſtruck the Genoeſe with ſuch Amaze- 
ment, that it has becn reported they thought 
ſcriouſly of ſelling the Iſland to the King 
of Spain. 

BARON Theodore was all this time in 
Portugal, Sicily, or the Tuſtan Coaſts, ex- 
ecuting, with great Punctuality, the Com- 
miſſions his Friends ſent him, and bringing 
the Commodities of Corſica to a much bet. 


ter Market than hitherto they had met with; 


ordering all this with ſo much Secrecy, that 
though he freighted a Veſſel every three 
Months for 1, ola- Roſſa, where the Corſi- 
cans had a 9 yet the Genoeſe Spies 
never could learn who he was, but report- 
ed him ſometimes an Enzlifh Lord, at 


others an Italian Prieſt, and in many of 


their Letters he was called a German Prince. 
In one of his Expeditions, however, he 
had the ill Luck to be taken by a Cor/azr, 


and carried into Tunis, aſter being rifled of 
every thing he had valuable about him, 
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which prevented his going to Corſica at 
the Time Signior Pinelli was recalled. 

HE ſoon had his Liberty at Tanis, and 
found, that, of all the Places he had been 
in, this was the moſt proper for his Pur- 
poſe : The Scheme of manning out a Pri- 
vateer could not well have been put in ex- 
ecution in a Chri/t:zan Port, but here he 
met with none of theſe Difficulties, of 
which he gave Notice to his Friends; and 
this produced the Deſign of making them- 
ſelves Maſters of Aleria, that they might 
have a Port to receive their new Prince, of 
whom they ſpoke in very myſterious Terms 
to the People, on purpole to prevent the 
Genoeſe from getting any ſatisfactory Intel- 
ligence. They furniſhed, however, 'a Pa- 
lace for his Habitation, poſted a Guard ar 
the Haven, and ordered ail Things for his 
Reception in ſuch a Manner as kept the 
Minds of the whole Nation in Suſpence, 
and prejudiced them ſtrongly in favour of 
this Prince incagnito, who was ſhortly to 
come amongſt them. At laſt, on the 15th 
of March 1736, a Veſlel carrying Engliſh 
Colours put into the Road of Aleria, and 
ſoon after hoiſting a Blue Flag, ſtriped with 
White, the Chiefs, who were then fitting 
in Council, declared it was the Veſſel they 
expected. 

THe Reſpect the Corſican Generals ſhew- 


ed to Baron Niewhof, the Equipage he 


brought 
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brought with him, the Arms he diſtributed, 


and the Money he disburſed, gave him fo 
high a Reputation, that the People of their 
own Accord expreſſed a ſtrong Inclination 
to make him their Prince. At firſt he re- 
fuſed the Title of King, but the Generals 
having ſhewn him, that neither he nor they 
could be ſafe, the Genoeſe expelled, or the 
Government ſettled, unleſs he conſented to 
take that Title, he at laſt declared himſelf 
willing to accept it. Upon this a General 
Aſſembly was called, wherein the Matter 


was fairly and freely debated, and, with a 


ſurpriling Unanimity, all who were pre- 
ſent joined in offering him the Crown. It 
mult not however be underſtood, that this 
was any ſudden Act into which they were 
ſurprized, by falſe Hopes and fallacious Pro- 
miſes, ſince it was quite the contrary; and 
at the very Time they made Baron Theo- 
dore this Tender of Royalty, they took all 
the Precautions that People could take for 
ſecuring their own Freedom and Felicity 
under it. 

WIr this View a ſolemn Capitulation 
was drawn up, as is uſual on the Election 
of an Emperor, in which it was declared, 
on the one hand, that the Crown ſhould 
be hereditary in the Heirs Male or Female 


of THECGDORE-ANTHONYT BARON 


NIEWHOFF'; and in caſe of his Demiſe 


without Heirs, that he ſhould have Power 
to 
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to name a Succeſſor of his Family, provided 
he was of the Catholic Religion. On the 
other, he acknowledged this to be the free 
Gift of the People, from whom he derived 
both Authority and Title; and promiſed, that 
he would not attempt to impoſe any Tax, 
but with the Conſent of a General Diet, 
to be compoled of Twenty-four Members, 
Sixteen to be elected by the Diſtricts on this 
Side, and Eight by thoſe on the other Side 
the Mountains ; that of theſe, three Depu- 
ties, two of the fornſer, and one of the lat- 
ter, ſhould be conſtantly reſident in his 
Court, without whoſe Conſcnt he ſhould 
neither make Peace nor declare War; that 
no Charge or Dignity whatſoever ſhould be 
given to any but Natives; that in time of 
Peace, he ſhould not keep up any foreign 
Troops, except 500 for his own Guard; 
that in the preſent War, he ſhould not em- 
ploy above 12,000 without the Conſent of 
the States; that he ſhould be content with 
a certain Civil Liſt which was ſettled ; that 
by the Advice of the Diet, he ſhould erect 
and endow a Univerſity ; that he ſhould in- 
ſtitute an Order of Knighthood, for pro- 
moting the Love of Virtue, and a proper 
Spirit of Emulation; and finally, that he 
ſhould extirpate the Genoeſe out of the 
Iſland; and that it ſhould not be in his 
Power to pardon them, or any of their Ad- 
herents, who were declared Enemies and 

K Traitors 


[ 66 ] 


Traitors to the State. To this Capitulation 
he ſolemnly ſwore, after having firſt ſigned 
and ſealed it, on the 15th of April 1736, 
and immediately afterwards a Wreath of 


Laurel was placed upon his Head, and all 


the Generals and Nobility of Corſica ſwore 
Fealty to him amidſt the loudeſt Acclama- 
tions of the People. Such was the Election 
and Coronation of T HEODORE I. 
King of CORSICA. | 

ONE need not wonder that the Genoe/e 
were exccedingly alarmed at ſo ſtrange and 
unforeſcen a Revolution, but the Manner 
in which they defended themſelves had not 
altogether the Dignity which ought to be 
maintained by a State upon all Occaſions ; 
they did not only ſet a Price upon Baron 
Theodore's Head, but they publiſhed Mani- 
felto's full of groſs perſonal Inſults, which 
perhaps were not in all Reſpects true, in 
Hopes that this would have drawn off the 
People of the Iſland from his Service. They 
likewiſe publiſhed theſe in all the Gagettes of 
Europe, in which they had better Succeſs ; 


for in England and France Proclamations 


were iſlucd, forbidding all Aſſiſtance to the 
Rebels of Corſica and their Adherents: But 
the King of Hain, and other Princes, re— 
fuſed to enter at all into the Quarrel of 
the Republic, and, ſome have thought, ra- 
ther countenanced Theodore and his Adhe- 
rents, by permitting their Agents to pur- 

chaſe 


am, = 


„ Sits. ant. eas ot oat ee RSS 


- _” a aa 


[ 67 } 


chaſe Arms and Ammunition in their Do- 
minions, becauſe they were ſenſible that the 
Corſicans fought pro aris & focts. 

As for Theodore, he put on the Monarch 


very naturally, and began his Reign with 


an extraordinary yet ſeaſonable Act of Se- 
verity. There had been for ſome Ages two 
Parties in the Iſland, not unlike our //þzgs 
and Tories, diſtinguiſned by Names as ridi- 
culous and infignificant, viz. the Reds and 
the Blacks. They purſued each other with a 
true 1talian Spirit of Reſentment ; and theſe 
fooliſh Quarrels of theirs were frequently 
very fatal to the public Peace. Two of theſe 
People, ſoon after Don Theodore's Election, 
engaged in a Quarrel, and raiſed a Diſturb- 
ance in the Camp, for which he ordered 
them to be hanged up ; which had a good 
Effect, and was ſo far from producing any 


Sedition, that, on the contrary, it did more 


towards extirpating this fooliſh Humour, 
and uniting the Minds of the People, than, 


_ conſidering the natural Temper of the Cor- 


ſicans, could well be imagined. Not long 


after he did till a bolder thing, but in a 


more legal Way; for Signior Caſacolli, 
a Corſican, of a very illuſtrious Family, and 
one whom he had received into his Contt- 
dence, cntered into a ſecret Correſpondence 
with the Genoeſe, which was diſcovered, 
and he condemned by the Council of State; 
but with their Conſent, and at the carneſt 
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Entreaty of King Theodore, he was par- 
doned. Not long after he fell under the 
ſame Dilemma, and was then, according to 
the Capitulation formerly mentioned, ac- 
tually ſhot. This ſtrack the Bulk of the 
Corſicans with Awe, though they were ſo 
far from blaming, that they highly com- 
mended the Action as abſolutely neceſlary 
to ſettle the new Government, which had 
now the Face of an Eſtabliſhment, ſince 
the Cenoeſe were entirely driven out of the 
Field, many of their fortified Places taken, 
and even the City of Baſtia blocked up. 
THe Family however of Caſacolli, with- 
out weighing the Circumſtances of the 
Thing, or entering at all into the political 
Conſiderations on which their Relation had 
been put to Death, purſued his Manner of 
acting; and having firſt found Means to al- 
ſaſſinate Colonel Fabiani, whoſe Death is 
mentioned in the laſt Manifeſto of King 
Theodore, publiſhed at Baſtia, January 3. 
1743, they entered into a Negotiation with 
the Genoeſe, by which they drew over a 
whole Province to their Obedience, and 
hindered the taking of Baſtia, and other 
Places; whereby the War was drawn into 
a Length, and the whole Summer of the 
| Year 1736 ſpent in Skirmiſhes and Sieges, 
in which however the Genoe/e had moſtly 
the worſe, particularly in the Attack of 1/o/a- 
Roſſa, where they had 4 or 500 Men me 
ille 
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killed or drowned, though they were much 
ſuperior in Number to King Theodore's Ad- 
herents. | 

IN point of civil Concerns the new King 
behaved as well as they could expect; that 
is to ſay, he kept within Bounds, and fol- 
lowed the Advice of his Council ; was very 
aſliduous about Buſineſs, and fulfilled his 
Engagements punctually: Yet many of the 
Chiets became Malccontents, though he 
had honoured them with Titles and Em- 
ployments, procured them greater Eaſe and - 
Security than they had ever known before, 
and, by his Victories over the Genoeſe, fur- 
niſhed them with large Sums of Money. It 
is true, that very different Accounts have 
prevailed in the World ; but that which 
induces me to think that theſe ought to be 
regarded as Calumnies, is the ſteady Fidelity 
of Don Lewis Giafferi, and the other 
Chicts who engaged with him at Leghorn, 
and were certainly the propereſt Judges of 
his Conduct. . It was natural cnough, in a 
Government ſo lately ſettled, for many to 
be diſappointed in their Expectations; and 
conſequently, as ſoon as a Party was formed 
againſt it, it muſt of neceſſity increaſe, and 
create greater and greater Confuſions. Theſe 
at laſt made it neceſſary to call another Ge- 
neral Diet, which was appointed for the 1ſt 
of September, and was avowedly convoked 

to 
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to enquire into the Conduct of the new 
King. 
ON the meeting of this Aſſemby, ſome 
of the Chiefs ſtood up and inſiſted, that the 
Ning had for a long time aſſured them of 
great Succours, which, not arriving, they 
were doubtful as to the Iſſue of Affairs; 
and therefore thought it proper to appeal 
to thoſe from whom he received his Au- 
thority, and for whoſe Benefit he was to 
ule it. The Eyes of the Aſſembly were 
then turned upon the King, who, riſing 
with an Air of Majcſty from his Chair of 
State, addreſſed himſelf thus to the Audi- 
ence: 
„M Children, when you raiſed me to 
this envied Greatneſs, you gave me a 
Power over yourſelves, but inveſted me 
with no Authority over the Winds, or 
* thoſe Accidents which lie out of the 
* Reach of human Forciight. Your Safety 
depends upon yourſelves ; be but unani— 
mous, you may be ſafe, free and happy; 
but if you fall again into your old Diſ- 
* {cntions, the quickeſt Supplies will come 
too late, and the greateſt Succours do 
you no Good. As to the Promiſes I have 
* made, I engage they ſhall be fulfilled by 
„the End of next Month, or I will re— 
*© nounce that Dignity, which, though bur- 
© thenſome to me, has been beneficial to 
* v0U;z and tor this I pledge you the "_ 
© O 
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« of a Gentleman, and the Word of a 
“ Prince.” | 

T 1s Propoſition was received with great 
Marks of Joy by the People, and with Rca- 
dineſs enough by the Chiefs. Such as were 
not in the Secret of his Tranſactions abroad 
expected to ſce vaſt Sums of Money, and 
prodigious Cargocs of Ammunition landed 
daily from foreign Parts: And as they fol- 
lowed their new King with no other View 
than to ſhare in theſe Reſources, and to ſect 
up from time to time ſuch Claims of Ser- 
vice as might entitle them to large Rewards, 
there is no reaſon to be ſurprized that ſuch 
Men grew uneaſy under ſmall Diſappoint- 
ments; for when once People have made 
Intereſt their Deity, Integrity, Public Spirit, 
and a generous Concern for the Society of 
which they are Members, are never to be 
looked for from them. Full of their own 
low and ſelfiſh Notions, they endeavour to 
propagate the Love of Wealth, that they 
may keep themſclves in Countenance, by 
having a Multitude of Diſciples, and exculc 
that Meanneſs of Soul of which they are 
conſcious, by that very Thread-barc and 
inconcluſive Argument; the reſt of the 
World think ſo as well as IT. But the 
Generals, who were firm to King Theodore, 
who knew how and whence he expected 
Supplies, and were ſenſible that he had 
diſcharged his Truſt in all Reſpects like a 
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Man of Honour, adviſed him to make this 
Anſwer: And as a Proof of their diſinteteſt- 
ed Zeal to him, and to their Country, they 
lent him all the Money they had, to be re- 
paid in better Times, which he employed 
in fitting out Barks to cruize upon the Ge- 
noc ſe, in Hopes that this might give a new 
Turn to avaritious Spirits, and incline them 
to ſeek for Gratifications in the ſame Way; 
in which, though he found himſelf mi- 
ſtaken, yet he diſtreſſed the Genoeſe ex- 
treamly, and brought in a great Supply of 
Neceſſaries to Aler:a. 

H1s Friends adviſed him to take the Op- 
portunity of this Aſſemby to inſtitute the 
Order of Chivalry before mentioned, the 
Plan of which was laid down in an Edict, 
dated from S$artena the 16th of September 
1736, and is branched out into a Number 
of Particulars, with which I ſhall not fatigue 
the Reader. I ſhall only obſerve, that this 
Order was inkitled OF THE REDEMPTION, 
that himſelf and his Succeſſors, Kings of 
Corſica, were to be Grand Maſters; that the 
Knights were to wear on their Breaſts, 


2 Green Ribband, a Croſs or Star of four- 


teen Points, ſeven Gold and ſeven Black, 
and on the ſeven black Points the Arms of 
Don Theodore. In the Centre of the Star 
was Juſtice ſtanding with nothing on but 
a Girdle, baving in her Right-Hand a Sword, 
in her Left a Balance with Triangular Scales; 

under 


ES] 


is © under the Hand which held the Sword a 
+ | Globe of Gold ſurmounted by a Croſs, and 
y | under that, ſuſtaining the Balance, a Tri- 
angle in Gold, with the Letter T inſcribed. 
d The true Deſign of the Order was to at- 
tach the Knights of it more particularly to 
the Perſon of the new King, in order to 
1 ſecure him from the dark Contrivances of 


his miſchievous Enemies, and of the ſecret 
Emmiſſaries of the State of Genoa. I ſhall not 
pretend to ſay how well the Scheme ſuc- 
f ceeded, or how illuſtrious this Order is at 
preſent; it is enough that I can aſſert, with- 
out danger of being contradicted, that it 
was very prudently deſigned, and that ſeve- 
ral Perſons of great Worth, both Prote- 
' ſtants and Papiſts, in ſeveral Countries of 
: Europe, have not been aſhamed to reccive 


5 it. Such were the Tranſactions of this Ge- 

5 neral Aſſembly, or, if you will, of the ſe— 

L cond Parliament of King Theodore I. who 

| hitherto honourably maintained the Dignity 

£ with which, by his Subjects free Choice, 
he had been inveſted. 


ALL the Pains that could be taken to 
» | Afoften the rough Manners of the Corſicans, 

to improve their Country, to attract Fo- 
reigners to inhabit it, to reſtore them to 
the Poſſeſſion of their Ports, and open them 
a free Commerce with all Parts of the 
World, were employed by King Theodore 
— and his faithful Friends, and this too with 
L greater 
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greater Succeſs than could have been well 
expected: Vet he found himſelf exceſſively 
embaraſſed, both at home and abroad. The 
Canon Orticone, who was a Man of much 
Intrigue, had formed a third Party in the 
Iſland, equally Enemies to the Subjects of 
Theodore and to the GenoeJe, but who as 
yet had formed no ſettled Scheme of Go- 
vernment for themſelves. Theſe were con- 
tinually irritating the People againſt their 
new Sovereign and his principal Counſel- 
lors, which produced very bad Conſe- 


quences, and encouraged the common Enc- 


my to take Heart. 

THE Republic borrowed a large Sum of 
Money of their Bank, entered into a Trea- 
ty with the Exiſons for a certain Number 
of Troops, and negotiated a larger Body of 
Auxiliaries with the Sui Cantons. At 
the ſame time, they applied themſelves to 
moſt of the Princes of Europe by Memo- 
rials, ſetting forth the Juſtice of their Claim 
to the Iſland of Corſica, their long Poſſeſ- 
fi . the dangerous Example that ſuch an 
Attempt as this of Baron Niewhoff's would 
give to the Malccontents of all Countrics, 
and the Infringement it was on the Law 


of Nations to afford the Rebels of any State 


Aſſiſtance, while Treatics were ſubſiſting be- 
tween that State and thoſe Potcntatcs. In 
conſequence of theſe Memorials, they en- 
deayoured, in ſeycral Countries, particular- 
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ly in France and England, to obtain a 
Guaranty of the Iſland of Corſica, in which 
however they did not ſucceed; but they 
obtained reiterated Proclamations to forbid 
the Subjects of either Crown aſliſting the 
Corſicans, directly or indirectly, which made 
it very difficult for Theodore to procure the 
neceſſary Supplies of Arms and Ammuni- 
tion, and conſequently enabled the Party 
that had been formed againſt him to diſtreſs 
him daily more and more. 

In this unlucky Reverſc of Fortune, he 
behaved with Digniry and Fortitude wor- 
thy of a Prince. He in the firſt place called 
a Council, conſiſting of rhe principal Per- 
ſons who ſtill adhered to him, and laid be- 
fore them a full and fair Account of the 
Situation his Affairs were in. Having done 
this, he in the next place propoſed two 
Expcdients for reſtoring them; the firſt was 
iſſuing an Edict, in anſwer to all that had 
been ſaid either by the Genoeſe or Corſican 
Malecontents, in hopes of uniting his Sub- 
jets once again in ſupport of their Intereſt 
and his own; and in caſe this failed, he 
offered to go in Perſon into Tuſcany, Hol- 
land, and other Places, where his principal 
Reſources lay, in order to remove the Dif— 
ficulties they found in obtaining Supplies, 
and then to return with ſuch Aſliſtance as 
might enable him to put a ſpeedy End to 
the War, by the taking ſuch Fortreſſes as 
L 2 were 
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were ſtill held by the Republic. His Friends 
approved entirely of his Plan, aſſured him 
of their hearty Concern for the ingrateful 
Returns their Countrymen had made, pro- 
miſled to uſe their utmoſt Endeayours to give 
his Edit Weight; and in caſe he was 
obliged to retire, ſwore inviolable Fidelity 
to him during his Abſence. 

THIS Edict, which was dated the 1ſt of 
November 1737, contains an ample Vindi- 
cation of Baron Theodore's Perſonal and Po- 
litical Conduct; but as it is a long and la- 
bourcd Piece, we ſhall content ourſelves 
with giving an Extract of it only: Nor 
ſhould we have done this, but that it has 
been hardly ſeen in this Part of the World, 
though it contains a Multitude of curious 
as well as important Particulars, and ſuch 
as muſt afford a ſenſible Pleaſure to every 
ingenious Reader, inaſmuch as it ſapplics 
every thing in which the Canon Orzzcone's 
Calc is deficient, and gives us a perfect Pro- 
ſpect of Corſica under King Theodore Ad- 
miniſtration. 

«© THEODORE, by the Grace of 
6 Gop, King of Corſica, &c. Whereas 
* our Enemies the Genoeſe, have repre- 
* ſented us as an Uſurper, Intruder and 
** Diſturber of the Iſland of Corſica; and 
whereas many cvil-diſpoſed Perſons in 
the ſaid Iſland, moved by private and 
perſonal Intereſts, have endeavoured to 
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leſſen the Glory of our Adminiſtration, 
and to bring our Government into Con- 
« tempt : Be it known therefore unto all 


Chriſtian People, that I Theodore de Niew- 
hoff never interfered with the Affairs of 
Corſica till, by the Breach of their Trea- 
ty with the Inhabitants of that Ifland, 
under the Guaranty of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, the Republic had deprived itſelf 
of all juſt Title to this Kingdom; of 
which, thus relinquiſhed, and the Peo— 
ple in Confuſion, I Theodore de Niewhoff, 
at their earneſt Requeſt, and under a ſpe- 

cial Capitulation for the ſaving of their 
juſt Rights and Liberties, have taken 


Poſſeſſion, and have compelled the Ge- 


noeſe not only to abandon the whole 
Country, but to ſurrender ſome of their 
Fortreſſes; ſo that they poſſeſs nothing 
now fave Baſtza, and fix other fortified 
Places. From this Change of Dominion, 
the following Benefits have accrued to 
the Corſicans in general. 

© THEY have, after many Years Slavery 
and Oppreſlton, been reſtored to the free 
Poſſeſlion of their Country, of which 
they were ſhamefully deprived by the 
Genoeſe, who have obliged them to aban- 
don Thirty Miles of Territory at a time, 
and forced them up into the Mountains 
merely for their own Conveniency, to 
cure their Jcalouſics, and gratify their 


« Ambi- 
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« Ambition; which engaged them to pre- 
« fer the Dominion of ſuch a Tract of 
« Country, without either Houſe or In- 
* habitant, to a well cultivated and popu- 
* lous Diſtrict, where the People had pre- 
« tended to any kind of Property or Li- 
« berty whatever; which was the ſole 
« Reaſon, not only the greateſt, but the 
« beſt part of the Iſland lay waſte. 

« As they are reſtored to the free Uſe 
« of the Soil, ſo they arc encouraged to 
% cultivate it by enjoying it's Produce 
« without Diminution; for whereas the 
* Genoeſe would not ſuffer them to diſ- 
« poſe either of Grain or Fruit to any other 
« than their own Commiſlaries, who ſel- 
* dom gave them half as much as it was 
« worth, they are now at liberty to fell 
* where they can, and through the Increaſe 


ec 


Country, never want a quick and a good 


Market. The Rivers, Lakes, and Sca- 
* coaſts, farmed out by the Republic to the 
« Catalonians, while the poor Corſicans 
* were deprived of Nets, Boats or Salt, 
e that they might not avail themſelves of 
* that vaſt Plenty of freſh and falt Watcr 
“ Fiſh which God had given them, are all 
* now in their Poſſeſſion; and that Juriſ- 
* diction, which Nature has enacted, is 
fully and effectually re- eſtabliſhed. 


* 
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of People, and Improvement of the 
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4 IN conſequence of theſe Changes they 
are repairing all their Villages near the 
the Sea- coaſts, which the Genoeſe forced 
them to abandon and demoliſh, to prevent 
their having any Intercourſe with Fo- 
reigners; from a. wiſe Foreſight, that, if 
cyer they came to know the Condition 
of any other People, they would never 
be content with their own. This Per- 
miſſion of Building, Planting, and vend- 
t ing the Product of their Labours, has al- 
« ready produced Artizans in Corſica. It 
« is now no ſtrange thing to ſee Tables and 
<« Toint-ſtools made there, nay, ſome have 
cc had the Ingenuity to frame Bed-ſteads ; 
* whereas under the Government of the 
«© Republic, a Corſican ſcarce knew the 
ce Intcnt of a Saw, and they were forced to 
« make uſe of Earthen Pots to keep their 
« Wine in for want of Coopers to make 
«© Casks. 
« PROPER Encouragement is now given 
for diſcovering and working the Iron, 
Copper and Silver Mines, which abound 
“in this Iſland, and of which the Genoeſe 
“ forbid the Inhabitants, under ſevere Pe- 
* naltics, ſo much as to ſpeak, at the ſame 
time that they deprived them of the fineſt 
« Salt in the World, not only by prohi- 
« biting them to ſell it to Foreigners, but 
C even to make it for their own Uſe. The 
Corſicans therefore are no longer what 
« they 


cc 
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they were: Inſtead of neſting in Rocks 
and Caves, they have Houſes and Lands; 
from a State of Indigence, they are raiſed 
to a Proſpect of Riches, and from being 
the moſt abject Slaves in the Univerſe, 
they are become as free as any Nation 
in it. Theſe Advantages they owe to 
their Election of a King, and of theſe 
they muſt neceſſarily be deprived if ever 
he ſhould be obliged to abdicate. 
ALL theſe Particulars arc ſo certain 


and well known, that not the Natives of 


Corſica only, but the very Foreigners in 
the Service of the Genoeſe, have prefer- 
red the King's Government to that of the 
Republic; and have given ſuch Teſtimo- 
nies of thcir Fidelity to the former, at 
the Expence of the latter, that at this In- 
ſtant his Majeſty has a Regiment of Life- 
Guards, compoſed of 800 German De- 
ſerters, well armed, cloathed and diſci- 


plined; which is the fulleſt Proof that 


can be deſired of their exceſſive Tyran- 
ny, and of the Mildneſs of his Admini- 
ſtration. 
« IN order to ſurther theſe Improve- 
ments, and to indemnify the Nation from 
that immenſe Waſte of Inhabitants which 
the uninterrupted Proſecution of ſuch 
arbitrary Maxims, through a long Series 
of Years had occaſioned, King Theodore 
has, by repeated Proclamations, promiſing 
Liberty 
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« Liberty of Conſcience, and many other 
« Emoluments, to ſuch as would ſettle in 
e the Ifland, drawn over a Multitude of 
« Greeks and Jews, and allowed cach Na- 
« tion to build a Town, in which they are 
« actually employed; and above Soo fo— 
&« reign Proteſtants are likewiſe ſettled in 
« Corſica, where they are ſetting up ſeve- 
e ral adyantagcous Manufactures, not only 
c new and unpractiſed, but abſolutely un- 
; _©« heard of by the Natives, who, notwith- 
e ſtanding, have ſhewn an unexpected De— 

« gree of Docility in learning them. 
« Bur as a plentiful Circulation of Mo- 
ce ney is abſolutely neceſſary to the Com- 
« merce and well: being of a State, the King 
« has made it his principal Care, not only 
« to draw thither large Quantitics of fo- 
« reign Coin, but has alſo, ſince his Ac- 
ce ceſſion, taken care for the Honour of 
© his Government, and the Encouragement 
« of his Subjects, to coin above 500,000 
« Crowns, with the Arms of the Kingdom 
© on one Side, and the Image of the Bleſſed 
« Virgin on the other, with this Legend, 
« Monſtra'te eſſe Matrem, i. e. Shew thy- 
« ſelf a Mother. Let then the Candid and 
* Ingenuous, the Beneficent and Lovers of 
4 Mankind, whether Natives or Strangers, 
* of what Nation or Country ſocver they 
< be, reflect on the paſt and preſent Situa- 


« tion of this Iſland and it's Inhabitants, 
M « and 
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and to them let it be leſt to determine 
which has the beſt Title to the Govern- 


c 


Ny 


ce 


ment of both, the Republic of Genoa, th 
* or Theodore de Niewhof.” f 
0 
| THEODORE, 1 *\ 
| | Done at Court, 
Nov. I. 1737. And lower : 
| COSTA. 
| a 
THis Edict had in ſome meaſure it's Ef- 7 
fect; it abſolutely opened the Eyes of all 5 
who had the real Intereſt of their Country | © 


at Heart, and left King Theodore no Enc- l 

mies to ſtruggle with at home, but ſuch as : 

were at the {ame time Enemies to the Pub- | 

lic, and only wore the Appearance of Pa- 

trotiſm, that they might make the moſt of | 

both Partics. The Number of theſe how- | 
cver was far from being inconſiderable, and 
the Miſchicts they had already done were 
attended with ſuch Conſequences, that King 
Theodore ſaw his Perſon muſt be in Danger 
if he continued much longer in the Ifland ; 
and therefore he ſummoned a Council of 
his beſt Friends, in which he laid before 
them his Reſolution to make ute of his 
aſt Expedient, that of rctiring and ſupply- 
ing the Corſecans privately as he had done 
before; f, Becauſe the Party of the Ca- 
20n Orticene had actually engaged in ſome 
Con- 
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Conſpiracies againſt him; /econd!y, Becauſe 
they were in no Condition to beſiege Ba- 
ſtia; and /aftly, Becauſe their foreign Re- 
ſources began to fail, and they were like 
to run the Risk of being without Arms or 
Ammunition, unleſs he could by his per- 
ſonal Addreſs reſtore their Credit, and fill 
their exhauſted Magazines. 

THEY received this Diſcourſe of his with 
a very loyal Concern, and aſſured him, that 
it was with infinite Regret they acknow- 
ledged the Juſtice of his Reatoning, and 
gave their Conſent to the Execution of the 
Project he had formed; however, as they 
were thoroughly ſenſible that it equally im- 
ported themſelves and him, they were ſo 
far from diſſuading him from it, that they 
would moſt chcartully aſſiſt him as far as it 
lay in their Power. In compliance with 
their Advice, King Theodore drew up an 
Edict, in which he ſet forth the Cauſes of 
his Departure, and preſcribed what Form 
of Government ſhould ſubſiſt during his Ab- 
ſence. This Edict bore Date the 13th of 
November 1737, and, in conſequence of it, 
the principal Perſons in the Iſland were af- 
ſigned their ſeveral Poſts, in ſuch a Manner 
as makes it clearly appear that a very great 
Majority of the Nobility and Gentry were 
abſolutely in his Intereſt. Jo ſet down a 


long Catalogue of Names would {well this 


Work, and fatigue the Reader to little pur— 
M 2 poſe ; 
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poſe; let it ſuffice therefore, that he created 


three Ficld-Marſhals, two on the other Side 


the Mountains, vr. the Marquis Hyacinthus 
Paoli, and the Marquis Lewis Giaffert ; 
and on this Side the-Mountains, the Mar- 
quis Luke Ornano, Men of diſtinguiſhed 
Familics, and no leſs diſtinguiſhed Merit. 
ALL the Chiefs, to the Number of Forty- 
ſeven, attended him with the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect, on the Day of his Departure, to the 


Water: ſide, and even on board his Veſlel, 


where, after affectionately embracing them, 
he took his Leave, and they returned on 
Shore, and went immediately to their rc- 
ſpective Poſts which he had aſſigned them; 
which is a demonſtrative Proof, that he was 


not forced out of the Iſland, did not quit 


it in Diſguſt, or leave it in a manner incon- 
ſiſtent with his Royal Character. . 
THE Republic circulated ſtrange Stories 
in relation both to the Manner and to the 
Cauſe of his Retreat: They remarked, that 
he withdrew with a very flender Retinue, 
as if, in ſuch Circumſtances, any Man would 
have had a numerous Train: They gave 
out, that one of their Barks had infallibly 
taken him, but that being on board a French 
Ship, Reſpect for that Flag reſtrained them 
from boarding it: Nay, they ſtooped ſo low, 
as to publiſh in one of their Manifcſto's, 


that King Theodore had been forced to ſell 


his Silver Plate, as if at Genua Wealth and 
Merit 
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Merit were the ſame thing, and the Loſs of 
the one inferred the Want of the other, 
But to heighten all theſe Injuries, and to 
prejudice the thinking Part of the World 
againſt them, they again ſet a Price on Theo- 
dore's Head, that they might put him in 
the Power of all the Banditti in Italy. 
All thcſe Arts, however, had no manner 
of Effect: King Theodore, on his Arrival 
at Leghorn, conferred with ſome Perſons 
who waited for him there, and then diſap- 
peared in ſuch a Manner, that the Genoeſe 


were never able to trace him. Ws” 


IN Corſica Things went rather worſe 
than better for the Republic, after Theo- 
dore's Departure, contrary to all the Hopes 
they had formed to themſelves, on a Sup- 
poſition that their Chiefs would have ſplit 
into Factions, and all their old Confuſions 
been renewed. Of this they were ſo poſi- 
tive, that they ventured to publiſh it before- 
hand as a Matter of Fact to all the World; 
upon which the Regents of Corſica ſent 
abroad a Manifeſto in their Turns, declaring 
their Reſolution, never to ſubmit to the Ge- 
noeſe Yoke, but to maintain inviolably their 
Fidelity to King Theodore. Nay, the Ca- 
non Orticone, and ſome of the principal 
Perſons of his Party, joined with the Royaliſts; 
and upon this Occaſion Te Deum was pu- 
blicly ſung, and great Rejoicings made all 


over the Iſland, while the Adherents of the 


Republic 


| 
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Republic were ſhut up cloſe in their Forts, 
and compelled to fetch not only their Pro- 
viſions, but their very Water from Genoa. 
This had ſuch an Effect, that the State of 
Genoa, finding their own Troops, and the 
foreign Troops in their Pay, unable to re- 
duce theſe ſtubborn People, came at length 
to 1 Reſolution of recalling all their Ban- 
ditti, or Perſons baniſhed for infamous Ot- 
fences, on condition that they ſhould ſerve 
againſt the Corſicans: And by this hopeful 
Contrivance, they pourcd about 1200 
Thieves, Murderers, and other Malefactors, 

into the Iſland, who, amoneſt other gallant 
Exploits, ſurprized a Salt-Mine, and maſ- 

ſacred a great many Children they found 
at Work there ; on which the Marquis Or- 
nano ſent a Meſſage to the Commiſſary Ni- 
varola, that if he did not reſtrain the In- 
ſolence of thefe Miſcreants, the Inhabitants 
of Corſica ſhould think themſelves obliged 
to enter into an Aſſociation, never to ſpare 
the Life of any Genoeſe that fell into their 
Hands. 

As for King Theodore, he went firſt from 
Leghorn to Rome, in order to confer with 
a Perſon of very high Quality, who had al- 
ways intcreſted himſelf extremely in the 
Affairs of the Corficans. From thence, by 
the Advice of that Perſon, he went to the 
Court of Turin, where he endeavoured to 
draw the Miniſtry into a Negotiation; and 
for 
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for this Purpoſe preſented a Memorial, ſet- 
ting forth the Danger his Sardinian Maje- 
ſty's Dominions would be expoſed to in 
caſe the Genoeſe diſpoſed of Corſica to any 
foreign State; and aſſerting, that they were 
then treating for that Purpoſe with an Agent 
of Don's Philip's: On the other hand, in- 
ſiting as ſtrongly on the Advantages his Ma- 
jeſty would derive from Corſica's becoming 
an independent Kingdom, and thereby draw- 
ing a great part of the Trade of the Me- 
diteranean on the Side of his Majeſty's Do- 
minions. Theſe Repreſcntations were far 
from being ill; received; but at the ſame 
time Don Theodore was employed in theſe 
Solicitations, he received certain Advice, 
that the Genoeſe were endeavouring to pro- 
cure a Body of French Troops to be ſent 
over into Corſica. 

H E fancicd, that his Intereſt with ſome 
People about the Cardinal would be ſufh- 
cient to procure a fair Hearing of the Caſe; 
whence he was lcd to belicye, that his Emi- 
nency would not concern himſelf in op- 
preſſing a People who never injured him, 
or expoſe the T roops of France in a Country 
where they might poſlibly find it very dif- 
ficult to ſuſtain themſelves, and altogether 
impracticable to follow and vanquiſh their 
Enemies. But in this he was exceedingly 
miſtaken; for upon his Arriyal at Parzs, 
his Memorials were haughtily rejected, and 
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on his going one Night to the Opera, a 
Brace of Bullets were, diſcharged through 
the Coach in which he ſate. perceiving 
plainly therefore that he was betrayed o 
the Genoe/je, he ſet out ſecretly for Ronen, 
in order to go from thence to England. 
WriLE he waited for an Opportunity 
of paſling without Diſcovery, he received 
Advice from his Friends in Corſica, that the 
Genoeſe had actually prevailed in their 
Scheme of procuring foreign Succours ; but 
that if he could fend a large Supply of Am- 


munition, and a few Pieces of Artillery, 


they were determined to undertake the Siege 
of Baſtia carly in the Spring, and, by the 
Conqueſt of that Place, put an End to the 
Hopes of the Republic and their own Fears. 
Theſe Repreſentations had ſuch an Effect 
on King Theodore, that he reſolved to paſs 
inſtantly into Holland, where he had con- 
ſiderable Credit, in order, if poſlible, to 
furniſh what was required. He made ſome 
Stay at the Hague, and from thence went 
ro Amſterdam, where he had ordered a 
Houſe to be taken for him; but being 
obliged to lie one Night at an Inn, he was 
there diſcovered by a Creditor of his, who 
cauſed him to be arreſted for 5000 Florins 
and he was ſoon after charged with various 
other Demands from England, Hamburgh, 
Lubec, and other Places. He had caſily 
extricated himſelf from theſe Difhcultics, 

it 
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if a Merchant upon whom he had Bills for 
a very large Sum, had not refuſed to accept 
them purely on account of this Accident. 

THis Affair made a very great Noiſe, 
and all the News-Papers were full of it. It 
was indecd a very mortifying Circumſtance, 
for a Perſon of his Character to find him- 
ſelf in Priſon for Debt, and abandoned by 
thoſe who ought to have becn moſt ready 
to extricate him from ſuch a Misfortune : 
But in the midſt of thefe Difficulties, re— 
collecting a Spaniſh Jew at the Hague, up- 
on whom he had formerly had Bills of Ex- 
change, and who had not only treated him 
with great Civility, but had given him Marks 
of particular Friendſhip, be wrote to him in 
very moving Terms, and the Spaniard was 
ſo generous as to advance him 12,000 Flo- 
rins; which, however, would not have pro- 
cured his Diſcharge, if the Magiſtrates had 
not interpoſed and prevailed on his Credi- 
tors to accept his Promiſe to diſcharge the 
reſt of his Debts within a Time limited, 
upon which he was ſet at Liberty. 

THE Inhabitants of Corſica in the mean 
time relying on the Succours their King had 
promiſed to ſend them, had entered early 
into the Field, and actually inveſted Baſtia, 
where the Commiſſary Rzvarola having re- 
ceived Intelligence of what had befallen 
Theodore at Amſterdam, conceived this to 
be a proper Opportunity for treating with 

\ the 
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the People, and bringing them back to the 
Obedience of the Republic. In order to 
effect which, without the Ceremony of along 
Negotiation, he ordcred his advanced Guards 
to acquaint the Malccontents, that the Re- 
public was willing to ratify the Treaty made 
under the Guaranty of the Emperor, and 
that they ought no longer to expoſe them- 
ſelves and thcir Country in the Service of 
a Vagabond, who was now 1n fail for his 
Debts, and from whom therefore they 
could expect nothing. Upon this the whole 
Army aflembled, threw themſelves into a 
great Circle, and after keeping for ſome 
time a deep Silence, at laſt ſet up a general 
Shout; Long live our Prince, long live 
our Parent, long live Theodore I. King 
of Corſica. They then made a general 
Diſcharge, and advancing cloſe under the 
Walls, cried out; Ve will have no other 
King than Theodore ; we will never re- 
turn under the Government of the Genocſc : 
IF he ſhould be ſo unlucky as to periſh in 

is preſent Confinement, we do not doubt 
but he will ſend ſome of his Family hi- 
ther; we are detcrmined to abide by our 
Election, and never to be Slaves again. 


After this they burnt and plundered part of 


the Suburbs, deſtroyed all the Mills, ſtopt 
up the Fountains in the Neighbourhood of 
Baſtia; and declared, that if the Tovn did 
not ſpecdily ſurrender, they would give no 

Quarter 
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Quarter to it's Inhabitants: To all which 
they were encouraged by receiving News 
of their King's being again at Liberty, 
which was attended with ſome very conſi— 
derable Succours. 

THE Senſe King Theodore had of the ill 
Effects the News of his Confinement might 
have in Corſica, engaged him to {end Captain 
Sinibaldi, who commanded his Guards, into 
the Iſland to inform them of his being at Li— 
berty, and that he would ſpcedily cither return 
to them, or at leaſt venture into their Neigh- 
bourhood ; in which he was as good as his 
Word, for he went ſpeedily to Lisbon, and 
freighted from thence ſeveral Ships with Ne- 
ceſſaries and was actually preparing to gohim- 
ſelf into the Iſland, when he received Ad- 
vicc of the Genoeſe having prevailed on his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to aliift them with a 
Body of Troops for the Reduction of Cor- 


ca. 


Ir is not caſy to account for the Motives 
upon which the French Court acted i: this 
Affair; but as the Cardinal always valued 
himſelf on his Moderation and Probity, to, 
when he undertook this military Mediation, 
he would needs have the Conſent of the 
Imperial Court: And even after the French 
Troops were actually traniportcd into that 
Country, hc gave Directions to M. de Boi 
ſleux, not to proceed to Hoſtilities till the 


Inhabitants had rejected all Terms of Ac- 
N 2 commos— 
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commodation ; and that the reſt of Europe 
might take notice of the Lenity with which 
they were treated, and the Uprightneſs of his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty” s Intentions, the fol- 


lowing Articles were publiſhed to all the 
World. 


I. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Articles of Peace offered to the 


CoRSICANS, 
8 Har there ſhall be a general 
Amneſty, with a Repcal of all 
Banihments, and even Condemnations 
to the Gallies, in favour of thoſe who 
had incurred thoſe Puniſhments on ac- 
count of Rebellion; of which no men- 
tion ſhall ever afterwards be made, every 
one bcing to be reſtored to his Honours 
and Eſtates, provided he accepts of the 
Terms propoſed: 
II. © THAT there ſhall be a general Diſarm- 
ing, under Pain of Death, without Mercy 
to thoſe who ſhall, after the prefixed 
Time, be found with Arms in their Cu- 
ſtody : 
II. © THE Inhabitants ſhall be releaſed 
from all Arrcars of Impoſts, Subſidies and 
Cuſtoms, nothing bcing to. be demanded 
from them on that Account, or on Ac- 
count of any othcr Right of Sovercignty 3 
and the new Taxes and Impoſts ſhall be- 
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e gin to be exacted only from the Month 
« of October laſt: 

IV. TAE Commiſſary-General ſhall no 
cc more, as heretofore, have it in his Power 
to ſend Delinquents to the Gallies, upon 
« any Information cxhibited againſt them. 
« He ſhall have Power only to arreſt the 
ce Perſons accuſed, to make the Cauſe ready 
« for Trial, and then to ſend it to Genoa, 
ce that it may be there determined accord- 
<« ing to the Forms of Juſtice : 

V. Tux Supreme Tribunal of the Iſland 
ce ſhall be compoſed of three Judges, who 
<« ſhall neither be Corſicans nor Genoeſe, 
64 but all Foreigners; the inferior Judges 
© ſhall be Corſicans, and ſhall decide, with- 
out Appeal, all Cauſes not exceeding the 
Value of 500 Livres, whereas this Privi- 
* lege did not before extend but to 25 
LIVES; | 

VI. „Schools, and other Nurſcrics of 
« Learning, in order to inſtruct the Youth, 
* ſhall be eſtabliſhed in different Parts of 
« the Ifland. The Corſican Eccleſiaſtics 
* ſhall be raiſed to the Epiſcopal Dignity, 
* as well as the other Subjects of the Re- 
public; and when Sees become vacant, 
the Republic promiſes to recommend 
* Corſicans to the Pope for filling them 
cc up: 

VII.“ Ass ASSINs and Murderers ſhall 
for the future be puniſhed with Death 


« with- 
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c without Mercy; and the Republic en- 
ce gages never to grant a Pardon or Aſylum 
* to whoever ſhall be guilty of any Crime 
< of this Nature: 

VIII. THE Republic ſhall, for the Term 
ce of ſix Years, annually name four Corſican 
Families, to be dignified with the Order 
ce of Nobility, and who ſhall enjoy all the 
« Honours and Prerogatives belonging there- 
cc to, ſo as that there may by this Creation 
cc be eſtabliſhed in Corſica twenty-four Noble 
«« fFamilies: | | 

IX. THE King and the Emperor ſhall 
« be Guarantees for the Performance of 
« theſc Conditions; and the Regulation has 
c been formally ſigned at Forntarnbleau by 
« M. Amelot, in the King's Name, and by 
te the Prince of Lichtenſtein, the Empe- 
cc ror's Ambaſlador, in the Name of his 


« Imperial Majeſty.” 


IT is very clear from theſe Articles, drawn 
up by the Direction of the French and Im- 


perial Courts, that there never was a more 


ty rannical Government than that under 
which the Corſicans had lived for a long 
Series of Years, ſo that their Reſolution to 
throw it off could not be eſteemed unjuſt 
or unreaſonable by any candid Judges. In 
doing this it was very natural for them to 
contrive to put themſelves under a better, 
which induced them to make Choice of 

| Baron 


] 
« 
| 
| 
| 
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Baron Theodore for their Prince; and after 
trying his Adminiſtration, and ſceing him 


obligcd to abandon them, they, in this Time 
of their Diſtreſs, when it could not be ſu- 
ſpected that they would either diſlemble 
their own Sentiments, or pretend to flatter 
him, they, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
recognized him for their King; and that 
for this particular Reaſon, that if they ſhould 
be compelled by the French Power to ſub- 
mit once again to the Genoeſe Yoke, it might 
nevertheleſs appear what their free and un- 
biaſled Sentiments were: And conſcquently 
the whole World was left to decide as to 
the Validity of their Submiſſion, contrary 
to the Rules of natural Juſtice, through the 
Terror of foreign Arms, and in direct Re- 
pugnancy to their own M'iſhes and Inclina- 
tions, which the following Taper ſo fully 


expreſſes, that it muſt prove ſatisfactory to 
every Reader, 


Declaration of the People of Corſica, 


8 E confeſs, declare and make 


known to the whole World, 

our Will and poſitive Intention, That by 
reaſon of the intolerable Oppreſtions 
which we have ſuffered for a long while 
under the Tyranny of the Genoeſe, we 
did ſome Ycars ago chooſe Lord T heo- 
& dore, Baron de Nicwhof, King of the 
| „ l{land 
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Iſland of Corſica; that to him we now 


ſubmit, and do intend for ever hereafter . 


* to ſubmit to his Perſon, whom God pre- 
*« ſerve, as alſo to his Deſcendants; and 
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cc 


cc 


moreover, that when we gave Hoſtages, 
and appointed certain Deputics with full 
Powers, we never had it in our View or 
Thoughts to retract the inviolable Elec- 
tion of his ſaid Majeſty, but only to de- 
monſtrate to all the crowned Heads, and 
particularly the King of France, the Op- 
preſſions which we have ſuffered from 
the Genoeſe, and the Validity of the Elec- 
tion of our King Theodore, the Moſt 
Chriſtian King having not perhaps been 
duly informed of the Miſery of the Peo- 
ple of Corſica: And to the end that the 
ſaid Monarch, if he ever formed a De- 
ſign to reduce the Kingdom of Corſica 
under the Genoe/e Tyranny, might know, 
that all the Inhabitants had ratner, with 
a Salvo to thcir Religion, dcliver them- 
ſelves into the Hands of the Turks than 
the Genoeſe, the Maſlacre of 700 of the 
principal Corſicans, which happened three 
Years after the zealous Reſcntment of 
Sampiero the Corſican, and this too, after 
having obtained a Guaranty of France, 
being ill freſh in their Memory. For 
this Reaſon we Ucclarc, that the Ho- 
ſtages and Deputies have made an ill Uſe 
of their Commiſſions, contrary to their 

former 
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7 former Election and Submiſſion and that 


cc by this ſolemn Act, the Nation does now 
« and for ever confirm the Election of the 
« ſaid Baron de Nicuhoßf for King of 
e Corſica, and the Iſle of Caprara, with 
ce their Annexes and Dependencies ; and 
e that we do chearfully and unanimouſly 
ce declare the ſaid Baron to be our lawful 
« King and Sovereign, and in conſequence 
e ſubmit our Perſons, Lives and Fortunes, 
« to the Diſpoſal of our King Theodore, 
« whom God preſerve.” 


DONE in the Great Square of the Con- 
vent of Tavignia, where we are all aß 
ſembled, Friday, January 16, in the Tear 
of Grace 1739. 


RATIFIED, in the Name of all the 
People, by us who are appointed Gene- 
rals and Commanders, 


HIACINTHO DE PAOLI. 
Don LEWIS GIAFFERI. 


ON thing that poſſibly contributed not 

a little to the Support of this generous 
Temper in the Corſicans and their Chiefs, 
was an Attempt King Theodore made in 
their Favour towards the End of the Year 
1738. He ſaw that it would be abſolutely 
impoſſible for him to defend the Ifland 
againſt the French; and beſides, he knew 
it was not his Intereſt, ſince it might oc- 
en caſion 


[ 93 ] 


caſion ſuch a War as would entirely exhauſt 
his People. He formed therefore another 
Scheme, which he thought could ſcarce fail 
of ſucceeding, provided "he could but com- 
municate it to his Friends; and with this 
View, notwithſtanding all the Coaſts of the 
Iſland were viſited by Cenoeſe Barks, and 
the French Troops ſwarmed on Shore, yet 
he ventured thither in Perſon, not only 
contrary to his former Reſolution, but 


againſt the Advice of all who were about 


him, and who never expected to ſee him 
more. He was received in Cor/ica with in- 
finitely more Reſpect than at firſt; for not on- 
ly ſuch as had formerly borne him Good- will, 
flocked to pay him their Compliments up- 
on this Occaſion, but even thoſe who had 
oppoſcd him moſt, and who had bcen the 
chicf Cauſe of his lcaving the Ifland, readily 
offercd to ſubmit to him if he would un- 
dertake to protect them: But he anſwered 
modeſtly, that it was not now in his Power; 
that they would therefore do well to pre- 


ſerve the Lives of the People, and to retain 


their Affection for him to better Times, 
when it might contribute to hurt them leſs, 
and do him more Service. After having 
conferred with the Chiefs, and given them 
Advice in this critical Conjuncturè of Affairs, 

he retired again on board his Ships. 
THESE were three Duteh Veſlels, which 
had been freighted with Arms, Ammuni. 
tion, 
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tion, and other Neceſlaries, for the Uſe of 
the Corſicans: After debarking their Car- 
goe, this ſmall Squadron failed for Naples, 
where they landed Baron Nzewhof? and his 
two Nephews. The latter went to lodge 
at the French Conſul's, and the former be- 
ing offered an Apartment there, accepted 
it, and remained in it two Days. In the 
Morning of the third, M. Pirelli, one of 
his Hicilian Majeſty's Counſellors, and M. 
Ulloa, Auditor-General of his Armies, with 
a Guard of forty Grenadicrs, came to the 
Conſul's Houſe, ſcaled up all the Baron's 
Papers and Effects, and took the Baron and 
his two Nephews into Cuſtody, who were 
immediately put into Chaiſcs, and conduct- 
ed that very Night, under a ſtrong Guard, 
to Chiaia, from whence they were carried 
in a Felucca to Gazeta; upon their landing, 
they were reccived by four Officers, and a 
Party of Soldicrs of that Garrifon, and con- 
ducted to the Citadel, Here they were 
treated in the moſt genteel Manner, allow- 
cd to converſe together, and, after a tew 
Days Confinement, they were conducted 
by a Party of Horſe to the Frontiers of the 
Eccleſiaſtical State, where they were ſet at 
Liberty; and, as we were told, they were 
received on board two Corſican Felucca's at 
Terracina, Which ſailed with them directly 
to Bilboa. The Baron had all his Papers 
and Effects reſtored to him at C, ſo that 
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he ſuffered nothing by this Confinement, 
and the Cauſe of it till remains a Myſtery. 
It was ſaid, that the Captain of the Dutch 
Veſſel had entered into a Concert to betray 
him, and deliver him up to the Genoeſe, 
or get him aſſaſſinated at Naples; that the 
Government there had diſcovered the Plot, 
and that they had confined the Baron, only 


to prevent the Execution of it. The Facts 


that gave riſe to the Surmiſe were, That the 
Dutch Captain was put under Arreſt ſoon 
after his Arrival at Naples, and was not 
diſcharged till the Morning aftcr the Baron 
was taken into Cuſtody. The Dutch Con- 
ſul at Naples refuſed on this Occaſion to 
act any longer as Conſul, whercupon the 
Court gave Notice to the Merchants of that 
Country trading at Naples, that they might 
addreſs themſelves directly to the Miniſtry, 
when they had any thing to ask, or any 
Repreſentations to make to the King. And 
to this we muſt add, that the Cargocs of 
the three Dutch Ships, were, it ſeems, 
purchaſed by the Genocſe, and a homeward 
bound Cargo of Grecian Wines furniſhed 
them by M. Borragzne, the Genoeſe Agcnt 
at Naples: And at laſt, theſe Dutch Ships 
departed from Naples with ſuch Precipita- 
tion, that they left ſome of their People 
behind them. 

THE Corſicans all this time were in a 
wretched Condition : They were abſolutely 


rclolyed 
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reſolved not to ſubmit themſelves to the 
Republic, and at the ſame time they were 
unwilling to engage in a War againſt France, 
to which Crown they had been once in || 
ſome meaſure Subjects, and in the Service 1 
of which many Thouſands of them had 1 
loſt their Lives; on the other hand, the 14 
Genoeſe and the French were troubled 

with none of theſe Scruples. The former 

plundered and maſſacred without Mercy, 

though they ſaw the Corſicans obſerved a 

kind of Ceſſation of Arms on account of 
the Propoſals made them by the French. 

The Marquis de Borſſeaux, underſtanding 

that the Inhabitants had made two Com- 

panics of Foot Priſoners, who were thrown 

upon the Coaſt in a Storm, ſent to demand 

them, and they were accordingly delivered, 

without Ranſom or Exchange, purcly out 

of Reſpect to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 

and, with cqual Honour and Generolity, 

employed by their General the very next 

Week after againſt the ſame People who 

had ſo lately given them their Liberty. 

Bu T when they puſhed Matters a little 
too far, and, in this middle State of Things, 
between Peace and War, attemptcd to 1cize 
one of the ſtrongeſt Ports in the Power of 
the Corſicans, called Monte Maggiore, the 14 
Inhabitants thought it full Time to defend 4 
themſelves, which they did with Effect: it 
But as this was one of the molt conſider— 

able | 
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able Actions that happened while the French 
were on the Iſland, it requires a more par- 
ticular Relation. The Genoeſe had the 
greateſt part of their Troops quartered in 
the Neighbourhood of $f. Fiorenga, and 
a conſiderable Body of French Troops were 
at Calvi. It was agreed, that the major 
part of the Forces at both theſe Poſts ſhould 
march at the ſame time for Calengana, a 

lace cqually diſtant from cach, and not 
far from Monte Maggiore. This was per- 
formed with that Celerity and Secrecy which 
is common with regular Troops, they be- 
gan to move towards the Corſican Camp 
with about 5000 Men. They were very 
near Monte Maggiore before the Troops 
poſted there perceived their Deſign, which, 


as ſoon as they did, they were exceedingly 


ſurprized, as being ſcarce 4000 Men, in— 
differently armed, and with very ſorry 
Works for their Defence. The firſt thing 
they did was to make Signals of Diſtreſs, 


in order to draw Relief from their Coun- 


trymen in the Mountains, and next, upon 
their being attacked, they, after a flight De- 
fence, quitted their Poſts, and retired to 
the Foot of the Mountains, where they 
were ſpeedily joined by the Marquis Hia- 
cintho Paoli with 5000 Men; who, hav— 
ing learnt the Strength of the Enemy, and 
ſhewn his People the Neceſſity of retaking 
the Place, attacked it on all Sides with ſuch 

Fury, 
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Fury, that the Genoeſe quickly fled, and the 
French Troops ſoon followed them, after 
having loſt about 200 Men, and having a 
whole Battalion ſurrounded, which might 
have been Priſoners of War, if the Corſi- 
cans had not declined bcing troubled with 
them. This happened on the 13th of De- 
cember 1738, and made the Marquis de 
Boiſſeaux to ſick of fighting, that he nc- 
ver attempted it afterwards. 

HE was in all Reſpects a Man very un- 
fit for his Employment, ſince, with a great 
Share of Pride and Haughtineſs, he had a 
very ſhallow Underſtanding: He miſtook 
the Reſpect and Submiſſion which the Cor- 
ſicans expreſſed to his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty, for that kind of ſervile Fear which 
prevails among the low People of France. 
He talked therefore always in a very high 
Stile, inſiſted upon having Security that nci- 
ther Baron Theodore nor his Nephew were in 
the Iſland; declared, that the Corſican Chieſs 
ought to go and throw themſelves at the 
Feet of the King his Maſter, and ſubmit en- 
tircly to his Clemency, ſuffering at the 
ſame time Guards to be put upon the De- 
putics, which the Rebels, as he ſtiled them, 
had ſent at his Requeſt to Baſtia; and re- 
quiring the People every where to deliver 
up thcir Arms, and accept implicitly the 
Regulation he offered them, though it was 
{ſcaled up, and they knew not what it con- 

tained. 
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tained. It is not to be wondered that ſuch 
a Man made but ſmall Progreſs in the Work 
of Peace, eſpecially when it is conſidered, 
that the Genoeſe flattered him perpetually, 
courted him with the moſt profound Sub- 
miſſion, and thereby kept him entirely in 
their Intereſt, and even made him forget 
thoſe Inſtructions which he ought to have 
obeyed. But, - happily tor the Corſicans, 
this Gentleman fell ſick at Baſtia, and died 
in the Month of February 1739, and was 
ſucceeded by a Man of a much abler Head, 
and much better Heart, vg. the Marquis, 
now the Marſhal de Mallebois. 

Uryon his firſt Arrival he was forced to 
follow rhe Advice of the eldeſt Officers that 
were there, who were pretty much in the 
Intereſt of the Genoeſe; they perſuaded him 
unanimouſly to think of nothing bur Force 
againſt a People who, as they repreſented 
them, were cqually obſtinate and perfidious, 
not caſily tamed by rough Uſage, and not 
to be wrought upon by good. But the 
Marquis finding that he loſt a great many 
Men, and that the Soldiers, who fell into 
the Hands of the Corſicans, gave him quite 
a different Account from the Genoeſe, he 
reſolved to lay hold of the fair Scaton to 
puſh all the Paſſes at once, in order to make 
a total Reduction of the Ifland by Force of 
Arms, bcing thoroughly convinced, that in 
theſe petty Skirmiches his Army would 

mouldcr 
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moulder away; and he already knew the 
Reſolution of the Court of France, not to 
venture any more of her Troops while 
things remained in this Situation. He gave 
notice therefore to the Genoeſe to make the 
neceſſary Diſpoſitions for attacking the Ene- Li 
my on all Sides by the End of May, and Il! 
on the 2d of June he marched from Ba- : Cl 
ſtia with the greateſt part of his Forces, en- 1 
camping that Night at the Convent of $7. 
Nicholas. 

THERE he joined the Genoeſe, and on 
the 3d at Break of Day he made four grand 
Detachments from his Army. Count de 
Luſſan, at the Head of one of theſe Divi- 
ſions, marched directly to the Paſs of Tenda; 
the Marquis de Cruſſol, with another Di- 
viſion, to that of Bigorno; the Marquis 
Avaray, with a third, to that of Linto, 
which was the chief; and Meſſ. du Chatel 
and de Villemur marched with the fourth 
towards the Province of Balagna; whillt 
the General himſelf remained at $f, Ni- 
cholas with the reſt of the Army, in order 
ro ſend Reinforcements where-ever there 
ſhould be occaſion. At the Paſſes of Tenda 
and Bigorno, the Corſicans poſted there 
made a ſmart Fire upon the Troops as they 
approached; but at laſt they were obliged 
to retire, and the Troops got Poſſeſſion of 
both theſe Paſſes: But the Marquis 4 Ava- 
ray, upon reconnoitcring the Situation and 

Num- 
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Number of the Enemy at Linto, where 
the Marquis Hacintho Paoli commanded, 
found it would be a very difficult and dan- 
gcrous Attempt to diſlodge them; and there- 
fore he ſent Advice of it to the Marquis 
de Mallebois, who came thither immedi— 
ately himſelf, and, upon reconnoitering, 
was of the ſame Opinion: Therefore he 
reſolved to ſummon them in the Name of 
the King to ſubmit, which probably would 
of itſelf have had very little Effect; but 

with his Herald he took care to ſend a Pa- 
per, containing ſome ſecret Engagements 
on the part of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
which it ſeems he had Orders to tran(- 
mit to them if Neceſſity required. Upon 
this Paper's being communicated to the 
Marquis Hiacintho Paoli, the Curate of 
Linto came immediately after and deſired 
they might have three Hours to determine, 
which was granted; and at the End of that 
Time he returned and offered Hoſtages, 
This was immediately accepted, and next 
Day he conducted the Hoſtages to the French 
General at St. Nicholas. 

Wx have a remarkable Inſtance of the 
Genius and Politics of the late Cardinal 
Fleury in this Tranſaction. He began to 
ſuſpect, notwithſtanding all the Count de 
Boiſſieux's boaſting, that the French Troops 
would never be able to make an abſolute 
and thorough — of Corſica; for if he 

had 


RET Le Oo en ns. Too 


1 107 J 

had believed this, he would have permitted 
it for the Glory of the French Arms: But 
well knowing the natural Inclination of the 
Corſicans to the French, he put this Paper 
into the Hands of the Marquis Mallebois, 
to be communicated to their Chiefs, when 
no other way was left to bring them to 
Submiſſion, importing, that his Moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty having a ſincere Concern for 
the Welfare and Proſperity of the Cor/icans, 
would effectually provide for both, it, by 
an immediate Submiſlton, they would put 


it into his Power. This cajolcd the Chiefs 


into a Notion that they ſhould now be de- 
livered from the Genoeſe effectually, and 
that the King of France would take them 
under his Protection. They publiſhed this 
to their Countrymen, who reccived the 
News with Joy, very few of them continu- 
ing in Arms any longer: But without doubt 
the Cardinal meant no more than to amuſe 
them, that he might extricate himſelf out 
of this Buſineſs with Honour, and have the 
Reputation of effecting more on theſe ſtub- 
born Illanders than the Imperial Court 
had ever done. 

AFTER this Point was once got over, 
the Chiefs demanded an Audience of M. 
Mallebois, which they obtained, and they 
therein repreſented to him, that if he really 
meant to reduce the reſt of the Iſland, his 


only way was to diſmiſs the Teroeſe Troops; ; 
F 2 tor 
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for while they continued to make a Part of 
his Army, he would find it impoſlible to 
perſuade the Corſecans of the Sincerity of 
his Intentions, or to keep them at all with- 
in Bounds. The French General diſcern- 
ing the Truth of this, and being extremely 
deſirous of bringing the Affair to an Ifluc 
without Loſs of Time, followed his Advice, 
diſmiſſed the Genoeſe, and marching from 
Place to Place with the French Troops, 
was received every where with Reſpect and 
Submiſſion, the People readily laying down 
their Arms, and crying out at the Sight of 
the Marquis, Long live the King of France, 
long live our Deliverers. It was now con- 
cluded, that the whole Affair was over, ſince 
there continued only the Inhabitants of two 
Diſtricts in Arms, who ſubmitted at laſt, 
when they found Reſiſtance would do them 
no Good: And thus, after a Struggle of ſo 
many Years, the Corſicans left themſelves 
naked to the Mercy of the French and Ge- 


noeſe, and we ſhall ſoon ſce how they 
treated them. 


To ſhew his Senſe and Satisfaction as to 


the Behaviour of the Corſicang, the Marquis 
de Mallebois publiſhed every where an In- 
demnity, ſo that it looked as if all Differ- 
ences were over, all Diſputes compromized. 
But the Chiefs having long preſſed him to 
explain the Paper they had received, the ge- 
neral Expreſſions of Which left them much 


In 
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in doubt as to it's real Meaning, and he 
conſtantly evading this, they began to fear 
they were miſtaken, and therefore laid hold 
of a Promiſe he very carly made them, which 
was, that they ſhould have Leave to go 
where-cycr they pleaſed. In conſequence 
of this, the Marquis Hiacintho Paoli, the 
Marquis Lewis Giaſferi, Signior Giacomo 
Cirandini, and ſeveral other Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction, tranſported themſelves, and all 
their Families, to Porto Longone, in the 


Iſland of Elba. Many Reaſons have been 


aſſigned for this, ſuch as, that they were 
irritated at the treacherous Dealing of the 
French; that they ſuſpected the Iſland 
Was again to be put into the Hands of the 
Genoeſe ; that they were afraid of becoming 
Victims to the Rage of the People when 
they found themſelves deccived ; perhaps 
they might be in ſome meaſure influenced 
by all theſe Reaſons: But what certainly 
preſſed them moſt, was the Unhappineſs of 
their Situation, while Things remained in 
this uncertain Statc, as not knowing whom 
they were to look upon as their Maſters. 
It is alſo believed, that they were influ- 
enced to take this Step by King Theodore, 
who remained all this time at no great Di- 
ſtance, and favoured his Friends from Time 
to Time with ſuch plain and well founded 
Judgments, as to the State of their Affairs, 
and the Conſequences of their Conduct, as 


gave 
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gave his Conjectures the Ait of Prophecy, 
and his Councils the Weight of Oracles. 

TE French had taken Poſſeſſion of 
Corte before the Chiefs quitted the Iſland, 
and after they were rid of them, they be- 
gan to act as abſolute Lords of the Country; 
they obliged the poor People, now they 
were diſarmed, to clcar the Roads through 
the Mountains, and even to mend and pave 
them; ſo that they might at any time march 
their Troops, from one Coaſt to another, 
without Trouble or Danger of Ambuſcades. 
They likewiſe erected Forts in the moſt con- 
venient Places, built Redoubts to command 
the ſcvcral Paſſes, and, in ſhort, did what- 
ever was neceſſary to awe a vanquiſhed Na- 
tion, and keep Poſſeſſion of the Iſland by 
Force of Arms. The Inhabitants ſaw all 
this with Aſtoniſhment, but, as it was not 
done by the Genoeſe, and as the Marquis 
de Mallebois always behaved towards them 
very obligingly, they bore it not only pa- 
tiently but chearfully, and paid whatever 
Contributions were exacted from them 
(which, to ſay the Truth, were not heavy) 
punctually, and without murmuring. In 
this Manner ſeveral Months flipped away, 
and the Corſicans began to fancy they were 
really Subjects of France. 

THE State of Europe was at this Time 
ſo perplexed, that whatever the true Deſigns 
oi France were ſhe was obliged to conceal 

them; 
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them; for it would have given equal Um- 
brage to the reſt of the World, if ſhe had 
either pretended to have kept that Iſland 
upon the old Claim of it's being ſubject to 
Henry II. or had put it into the Hands of 
Spain, or ſettled it on the Infant Don 
Philip: And the greater Deſign ſhe was 
then meditating would not allow ſtrikin 
{o bold a Stroke ſo carly, which might have 
diſappointed her Deſigns elſewhere; and 
ſhe might at laſt have found it difficult to 
carry her Point even here, ſo jcalous were 
fome of the Italian Princes grown, and 
with ſo great Eaſe might the Corſicans have 
been aſliſted to throw off her Yoke, if ſhe 
had attempted to impoſc it. It was, how- 
ever, thought propet to keep Things a while 
in Suſpence, that it might be ſeen what 
Turn the Affairs of Europe would take, 
and whether tome lucky Event might not 
offcr an Opportunity of turning this eventu- 
al Poſſeſtion into an actual Conqueſt, for 
which the Minds of the People were very 
artfully prepared, by the daily Aſlurances 
that were given them of their Privileges be- 
ing effectually ſecured. 

Ir was not altogether ſo eaſy to cure the 
Genoeſe of ſome Sulpicions they began to 
entertain. The Iſland being reduced, they 
would have been glad to have ſeen the 
French fairly embarked on board their own 
Vellcls in as precipitate a Manner as they 


ſhipped 


112 


ſhipped off the Inperialiſis; and grew more 
and more out of Humour, as they ſaw their 
own Power totally extinguiſhed, and the 
People brought to have as little Terror as 
they had Regard for them. But they were 
obliged not only to bear theſe Evils, but 
alſo to conceal their Senſe of them, ſince 
the French were not, like the Germans, 
dependent on them for Proviſions, or un- 


able to procure Supplics, without having 


Recourſe to them for Tranſports. The 
only Remedy they had, was to apply them- 
ſelves to the Marquis e Mallebozs in order 
to ſettle the new Regulation, which was 
to take place in conſequence of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty's Mediation and Guaranty : 
The General heard them with great Com- 
plaiſance, but anſwered always, that he was 
not ſufficiently inſtructed on that Head, that 
the Corſicans were far from being ſo tho- 
roughly ſubjected as they ſeemed to ima- 
ginc, and that it would little ſuit with the 
Glory of France to ſend her Troops a ſe- 
cond Time on the ſame Errand. To in- 


torce theſe Reaſonings, and in ſome mea- 


ſure to ſatisfy the World, as well as the 
State of Genoa, the following Manifeſto 


was publiſhed, which is indeed a Curio— 
ſity. 


Decla- 
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Declaration of the French Genera! 
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THE Hearts of thoſe Iſlanders are ſtill 
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on the Pacification of Corsica. 


N End is at laſt put to the Rebel- 

lion in the Ifland of Corſica; the 
Inhabitants have ſubmitted and delivered 
up their Arms, every thing is quiet in that 
Country, and the King has performed 
his Engagements. Nevertheleſs, the ſame 


Motives which prevailed upon his Majeſty 


to protect the Republic, in order to quell 
the Revolt of that Part of her Subjects, 
does not permit him to diſſemble, that 
the preſent Situation of Corſica ought not 
to be conſidered as a ſolid and laſting 
one. 


envenomed againſt the Republic; it was 
by mere Force that they obeyed: It is 
almoſt certain, that the Moment they think 
there is no more to be apprehended, the 
Rebellion will break out afreſh; the ex- 
pelled Chiefs will immediately return 
home, and find again the ſame Reſources 
which buoyed them up ſo long. 

© THE perfect Subjection of that Iſland 
muſt then be the Work of Time, as well 
as of a mild and equitable Adminiſtra— 
tion. Confidence can be reſtored but by 
Degrees, and when this People have been 
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uſed to a light Yoke, and felt the Felicity 
« of a quiet State. 

e THis is what his Majeſty has judged 
neceſſary to lay before the Republic, to 
ce the end that ſhe may judge herſelf, as 
ce having the greateſt Intereſt in this Affair, 
«© what Methods are fitteſt to be taken, and 
* what ſhe thinks ought to be propoſed to 
« the King for conſolidating the Subjection 
« of this untamed People, poliſhing them 
« by Laws adapted to their Genius, and 
<«< diſpoſing them to obey them.” 


* 


c 


ey 


WHrotveR peruſes this Piece attentive- 
ly, will eaſily diſcern it to have been a pure 
Amuſement, calculated to keep up the Spi- 
rit of the Corſicans, and to allay the Appre- 


henſions of the Genoeſe. However, when 


the Attention of the World was pretty well 
tired, as well as the Patience of the Cor/e- 
cans almoſt worn out, the French quitted 
the Iſland as ſtrangely as they entered it; 


and as no body could certainly tell why 


they went thither, ſo no body pretended to 
aſlign the Reaſons of their going away. 
The Promiſes of the famous little Paper were 


very indifferently kept; the Genoeſe were 
left in Poſſeſſion of the Ifle, the i'cople were 


ſtripped of their Arms; and conſequently, 
tho Things were pretty quiet for the pre- 
ſent, yet it was viſible. the Seeds of a new 


Rebellion - 
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Rebellion were ſown, which very ſhortly 
ſprang up. 

Tux firſt, thing the Corſicans demanded 
was the new Regulation; they were deſi- 
rous of ſeeing whether they were left totally 
in the Hands of the Republic, and if they 
were, upon what Terms: But in this they 
could never be obliged, at leaſt in any time, 
which led them to imagine, that the French 
had only given them good Words while 
they were amongſt them; and not being 
able to effect what they originally intended, 


had left them as the Iinmperialiſts did, no- 


minally in a better Condition, but really 


in a much worſe. As on the one hand, they 


durſt not expreſs their Reſentments in quite 
ſuch warm Terms as they were wont, ſince, 
like the Hebrews under the Philiſtines, 
there was not a Sword amongſt them; yet 
on the other, they could not abſolutely re- 
{train their Indignation, when they ſaw all 
that their own Induſtry, and the wife Con- 
trivance of King Theodore, had eſtabiiſhed, 
demoliſhed and deſtroyed, and their Coun- 
try made as abſolute a Deſart as ever. The 
Genoeſe at firſt treated them with ſome Mo- 
deration, but by degrces they returned to 
their old Churliſhneſs and Suſpicions, nay 
began to impoſe new Taxcs, and to levy 
them with their accuſtomed Scverity, which 
threy all Things once more into Confu- 
ſion. | 
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THEIR Chiefs returning again privately, 
fomented their ill Humour, and engaged them 
to think of recovering their Liberty by new 
Promiſes of Aſſiſtance from foreign Coun- 
tries, to which they readily hearkened, when 
the War broke out on the Death of the late 
Emperor. This freed them entirely of the 
Apprehenſions they had hitherto had of the 
Genoeſe bringing over French Troops again; 
they were on the one hand convinced that 
this was become impracticable, and on the 
other, that it would be much more impol- 
ſible, for the Spaniards to do any thing 
againſt them. They therefore, towards the 
latter End of the Ycar 1741, declared ab- 
ſolutely their Reſolution to defend their 
Liberties; and ſince all the Regulations con- 
certed by the Imperialiſts and the French 
were broken through, and treated with Con- 
tempt by the Genoeſe, they aſlerted themſelves 
to be no longer bound by them, but at liberty 
to take the ſhorteſt and ſafeſt Method to put 
themſelves into ſuch Condition as that they 
might enjoy the Bleſſings of Society, and the 
Advantages that might be drawn from the 
Commodities beſtowed by God upon their 

Country. 

KING Theodore, however, conſidering his 
preſent Circumſtances, and the Difficulty there 
was of doing any thing for the Service of the 
Corſicans, that might effectually contribute to 


their Dcliy Crance, being conſulted by their 
Chicts, 
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Chiefs, adviſed them to inſiſt ſteadily on the pu- 
bliſhing the new Regulation under the joint 
Guarantee of the Courts of Vienna and Pa- 
ris; and in caſe that was not done, as he fore- 
ſaw the Genoe/e, when in full Poſſeſlion of 
the Iſland, would never do it, to declare, that 
they looked upon themſelves as abſolutely 
free and independent from the Republic, and 
reſolved to aſſert that Freedom, whenever 
Providence ſhould furniſh them with a 
Means: He ſuggeſted to them, that this was 
ſuflicient to keep alive his Claim to the 
Crown of Corſica, and their Title to their 
Libertics. That, as on the one hand, the 
Republic would be ſure never to acknow- 
ledge a Power {ſuperior to their own in the 
Iſland, by publiſhing the Articles ſettled by 
the French, ſo they would be certainly will- 
ing enough to make many Conceſlions, and 
to allow grcat Indulgences to the Corſicans 
while they forebore taking Arms; and 
therefore, by a dexterous Management, 
they might caſily maintain themſelves in the 
Poſſeſlion of a moderate, and in the Right 
of an abſolute Independancy, with which, 
as T hings then ſtood, they ought to be con- 
tent. Ee aſſured them likewiſe, that they 
might reſt ſatisfied, that no Endeavours of 
his ſhould be wanting, either to ſupply their 
preſent Occaſions, or to aſliſt their future 
Endcavours : And having given them theſe 
Aſlurances, he betook himſelf to ſuch a 
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Manner of living, as ſecured him not only 
from the Efforts, but even from the Notice 
of his Enemies, while from Time to Time 
he gave ſuch Intelligence as was neceſſary 
to his Friends. 

H E travelled for two Years together thro' 
moſt Parts of Europe, addreſſing himſelf 


chiefly to two Sorts of People, ſuch as were 


concerned in Trade, and ſuch as had the 
Management of public Aﬀairs. To the firſt 
he ſeldom or never diſcovered himiclf, but 
paſſed ſometimes for a Merchant of Venice, 
at others for a Citizen of Lucca; cndca- 
vouring, as far as he was able, to eſtabliſh 
in the moſt conſiderable Ports, proper Fac- 
tors, to whom the Commodities of Corſica 
might be conſigned, and by whoſe Care 
proper Returns might be made: Whence 
it has fallen out, that the Wines, Wax, 
Druggs, and other Goods cxported from 
that Country, have been made more known, 
in ſo ſhort a Space throughout Europe, than 
hitherto they had ever been. On the other 
hand, he inſinuated to the Miniſtry in every 
Country where he came, the molt plauſible 
Neaſons he could deviſe for granting private 
Atliftance to the Corfcans; in which, tho' 
he ſeldom ſucceeded, yet he received cvery 
where ſuch Marks of Reſpect and Kindneſs 
tor his Perſon, as enabled him to continue 
his Progreſs without being burdenſome to 


is Subjects, who, on the contrary, reccived 
daily 


1 „ td hd „„ . a3 


— S P 


[ 119 ] 


daily Adyantages from the new Turn he had 
given to their Commerce. 

AFTER abundance of Adventures, of 
which, for Reaſons that may be caſily gueſ- 
ſed, we cannot at preſent treat, he came at 
length to a certain Court, where he met 
a much better Reception than he had re- 
ceived elſewhere. He found Means to be 
introduced to a Miniſter there, who was of 
all othcrs the fitteſt for ſuch a Perſon to ap- 
ply to, as having a perfect Knowledge of 
the Affairs of Europe, a diſtinct Idea of the 


Weight and Conſequence of it's ſeveral 


Powers, and a Reſolution capable of under- 
taking and exccuting any Scheme, juſt .in 
it's Nature, and feaſible in it's Circumſtances. 
The general Diſcourſes of King Theodore 
were well rcliſhed by him, and, after iome 
Interviews, hc intimated, that it might not 
be amiſs it he digeſted his Scheme into Or- 
der, ſo that all the Parts of it might be ſeen 
diſtinctly, and their Connection with cach 
other be at the ſame time diſcovered. This 
Memorial he very quickly drew up, and, as 
it is ſuppoſed to be the Baſis of his laſt Ex- 
pedition, and of the Revolution which has 
lately happened in Corſica, we ſhall give the 
Reader, in few Words, the beſt Account of 
it WC can. 

IN this Memorial he obſerved firſt, That 
the Fate of the preſent War would be de- 
termined, in a great Mcaſure, by the Turn 


Things 


10 


Things took in Italy. That the Balance of 
Power there was rather in Favour of the 
Houſe of Bourbon; that the Court of Rome 
was inclined that Way, as the Duke of Mo- 
dena likewiſe was, and the State of Genoa : 
That this, with, the Weight of the King- 
doms of as 1150 and Sicily, would afford 
the Spaniards great Advantages; while, on 
the other hand, the King of Sardinia, the 
ſole Ally of the Houſc of Auſtria, would 
be cqually perplexed to keep part of his Enc- 
mics out, and to defend himſelf againſt 
others who were in tac Heart of that Coun- 
try. That, in ordcr to throw Weight into 
this Scale, a more proper Step could not 
be taken than to favour the Endeavours of 
the Cor/icans, who, by their Situation, are 
capable of rendering great Service to either 
of the contending Parties, ſince they are 
both a numerous and a hardy People, and 
able to ſupply a conſiderable Corps of good 
Troops at a very ſhort Warning. 

Thar beſides this, raiſing a Maritime 
Power in that Part of the World, favour- 
able to the Houle of Auſtria and it's Allies, 
was of the higheſt Conſequence, ſince, hi- 
therto, Privateers under the Queen of Hun- 
gary's Commiſſion had not been able to 
act with any Effect for want of 'orts to rc- 
ſort to. Of theſe there were none in the 
Auſtrian Dominions, ſtrictly ſpeaking; and 
in Tuſcany the Grand Duke was reſolved 

| to 
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to obferve a ſtrict Neutrality. The ſame thing 
might be ſaid of the King of Sardinias 


Countries, for tho' he has ſome Ports, yet 
they are not conveniently ſituated for that 


Purpoſe ; whereas, if the Inhabitants of the 


Iſland of Corſica were once independant, 
and her Havens open to all Veſſels furniſh- 
ed with her Hungarian Majeſty's Commil- 
ſions, it would be impoſlible for the Sub- 
jets of the two Crowns of France and 
Spain to carry on any Trade in the Medi- 
terranean, even tho' the War ſhould extend 
itſelf no farther than it does at preſent. 


ON the other hand, that it is very appa- | 


rent, if all Offers of this ſort ſhould be nc- 
glected, and the Corſicans left to take care 
of themſelves, they muſt be under a Nece(- 
ſity of throwing themſelves into the Arms 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, and of ſubmit- 
ting, however unwilling, to the Infant Don 
Philip. That this muſt be a great Acceſ- 
ſion of Power to that Party, inaſmuch as it 
will render the Poſſeſſion of Sardinia very 
precarious, and will put it in the Power of 
the Spaniards to make themſelves Maſters 
of the Grand Dutchy of Tuſcany at any 
time, by attacking it from Naples and Cor- 
fica at once. 

THar ſuch a Turn of Affairs muſt ne— 
ceſſarily give the ſole Dominion of the Me- 
diterranean to the Bourbonites, and thereby 
prejudice the Commerce of the Maritime 

R Powers, 
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Powers, and of all the reſt of Europe. That 
this would be ſevercly felt in a time of 
War, when Privatcers from thence might 
be able to interrupt all the Trade to Leg- 
horn and the Levant; for theſe Reaſons it 
ſhould ſcem highly expedient, or rather in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, for the Goed of the 
common Cauſe, to reſtore the Corſicans to 
their Liberty, in order to reap many Advan- 
tages, and to avoid more Inconveniencies, 
which muſt incvitably follow, if by neglect- 
ing this Precaution, their Country ſhould fall 
into other Hands. 

THAT with regard to the Sovercignty of 
the Genoeſe, it was in itſelf a very ambigu- 
ons Point, and had been very often conteſt- 
ed, with the Approbation, and by the Af- 
ſtance of ſeveral forcign Powers, particular- 
ly the French themſclves, that ſuppoſing they 
had a Right, they might however forfeit it 
by Tyranny and Oppreſſion; that of this 
they were convicted, both by the Germans 
and French, who were ſenſible how ſoon 
they broke through the Regulations ſanctified 
by their Guarantee: That, as far as ſhe durſt, 
the Republic has ſhewn a manifeſt Partiality 
to the Houſe of Bourbon; and conſequently 
there was no Reaſon flowing, either from 
natural or political Juſtice, that reſtrained the 
Allies of the Houle of Auſtria rom uſing 
Repriſals, eſpecially in ſuch a Caſe as this, 
Where nothing could be clearer, than that 

the 
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the Genoeſe muſt ſoon be reduced to ſell the 
Iſland to the other Intereſt, if the Auſtrian 
Party obſtinately refuſed to accept it from 
the Hands of the Inhabitants, who, as they 
had the beſt Right, ſo they undoubtedly 
had it moſt in their Minds to throw the 
Weight of themſelves and their Country in- 
to the Auſtrian Scale. 

THAT beſides, the Pretenſions of King 
Theodore were of ſuch a Nature, as to at— 
ford all imaginable Encouragement to ſup- 
port him, ſince, in vertue of his Dignity, 
and with the Conſent of the teople, he 
might transfer, as he has no Family, after 
his Demiſe, the Government, either to the 
Heads of the People as a free State, or to 
ſome neighbouring Potentate, whoſe Do- 
minions might nced ſuch an Addition, in 
ordcr to make them a comperent Balance 
againſt the exorbitant Power of the Houſe 
of Bourbon. 

THAT the Premiſſes conſidered, as alſo 
the little Ceremony with which thcir Moſt 
Chriſtian and Catholic Majeſties had attack- 
ed the Queen of Hungary, and endeavour- 
ed to ſubvert the Pragmatic Sanction, it was 
cqualiy juſt and advantageous, to afford ſuch 
Countenance to King Theodore, as might 


enable him to make a proper Ule of the 
inviolable Fidelity of his Subjects, who 
were inceſſantly ſoliciting him to return 
amongſt them, to drive out their Enemies, 
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and to reſume the Government which he 
had never abdicated, tho' compelled to de- 
ſert his Dominions for a Time. That this 
was agreeable to the Conduct of Great 
Britain and France, in ſupporting the 
States of the United Provinces, when they 
ſhook off the Spaniſb Yoke, and aſliſting the 
Houſe of Braganza in recovering the King- 
dom of Portugal, of which they had been 
diſpoſſeſſed by Philip II. That in doing this 
they ran no Hazard, ſince the Affair might 
be ſo conducted as not to involve the Pow- 
ers that ſhould thus countenance the Cor- 
ſicans, in any Acts of Hoſtility, contrary to 
ſuch Treaties as now ſubſiſt. 

Uro this Memorial, and on certain 
ſubſequent Eclairciſements, as to the Facts 
mentioned therein, proper Meaſures were 
concerted, but where, or by whom, is not 
known, for enabling King Theodore to 
purchaſe Artillery, Arms and Ammunition 
proper for the Proſecution of this Enter-— 
prize, which being put on board Ships of 
different Nations, which failed with them 
to the Coaſts of Tuſcany, while he went in 
Perſon to Lisbon to negotiate ſome Affairs 
there; in which, meeting with all the Suc- 
ceſs he could deſire, towards the latter End 
of the Year 1742, he found himſelf in a 
Condition to undertake what he had fo 
long wiſhed, a Deſcent on the Iſland of 
Corſica, in order to which he went to Leg- 


horn, 


— — — K——  —  ._ Q » 8 — 


[ 125 


horn, and having ſent for his Nephew, the 
Baron de Droſt, who had ſerved tor ſome 
time in the Troops of the Crand Duke; and 
having concerted proper Meaſures for ten- 
dering his Project ſucceſsful, he failed to- 
wardsthe End of January 1742, for Corſica, 
and arrived in two Days on the Coaſt of Ba- 
lagna, where he landed, and cauſed immedi- 
ately many Hundred of the following Mani- 
feſto to be publiſhed throughout the Iſland. 


Manifeſio of THEODORE I. King 


of Corſica. 
90 HEODORUSY the Firſt, by the 
ec Grace of Gop, King of Corſica, 


« and Grand Maſter of the Military Order 
« of Redemption. 

& Having, Thanks be to Providence, the 
« Conſolation ſo ardently deſired, of find- 
« ing ourſclves in the Mid(t of our faithful 
Subjects in our own Kingdom, maugre 
© the many Lofles, Treaſons, Perſecutions 
% we have ſuffered, and in Spite of the Me- 
thods every where purſued to diſſuade, 
interrupt, or even totally prevent our Re- 
turn with the neceſſary Succours; infa- 

e mous and monſtrous Methods, into which 
entered not only our Enemy, and their 
Inſtruments, but alſo the perjured and per- 
© fidious Chiefs, who, from particular Views, 

| « for 
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« for diabolical Ends, and betrayed by chi- 
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merical Ideas, have moſt unworthily de- 
ſerted us, and abandoned our Kingdom 
and faithful Subjects, to the lawleſs Ty- 
ranny of the Genoeſe, and had farther the 
execrable Temerity to employ all Sorts 
of Frauds, in order to ſeduce a great Num- 
ber of their ſimple and imprudent Coun- 
trymen, and engage them ſhamefully to 


turn their Backs on their unhappy Coun- 
try in her greateſt Diſtreſs, and to ſcryc 


the Allics of the Genoeſe. 
*© HAvING, on the other hand, full Con- 
fidence, and cven infallible Certainty, that 
all our Subjects, convinced by the Mil- 
chiefs they have ſuffered, and exceſſive 
Gricvances they have felt during our Ab- 
ſence, have thoroughly apprehended the 
Methods uſed to impole upon them; that 
they have called to Mind the ſolemn and 
inviolable Oath of Obcdicnce and Fidc- 
lity which they have ſworn to us, and, 
in conſequence thereof, muſt know them- 
ſelves obliged, before God and Man, to 
ſubmit to our Royal Will, and to labour 
with a ſincere Zcal, and incorruptible Fi- 
dclity, to procure the Welfare of us, and 
thoſe of our Kingdom. 
© In Tchimony therctorc of our Royal 
and Paternal Clemency, we grant to all 
our Subjects, by theſe Preſents, a gene- 
ral Pardon, for whatever they have done, 
con- 


ä | £27 J 
contrary to their Oath of Allegiance, in- | 
jurious to our Royal Right, or againſt the | 
public Welfare of our Kingdom. Exclud- 
ing however, after mature Deliberation, 
and declaring for ever excluded from this | 
our gracious Pardon, the intamous Aflal- | 
ſins of our late moſt dear General Count 
Simon Fabiani, of happy Memory; as al- 
ſo the perjur'd Felons and Traitors Ma- 
cinthe de Paolis, the Canon Eraſmus Or- 
ticoni, the Prieſt Gregorio Salvini, decla- 
ring them not only baniſh'd for ever out of 
our Kingdom, but commanding alſo that | 
all their Effects, of whatever kind, be con- | 
fiſcated, in order to their being divided, | 
by way of Recompei:<c, among the Wi- 
« dows and Children of our faithful Sub. 
jets who have ſacrific'd their Lives with 
« fo much Zcal for the Defence of our ſo- 
vereign Rights, and of their dear Coun- 
«ty. 
Ir being farther our Will and Pleaſure, 
that this our Declaration and Command- 
« ment ſhould ſerve as a definitive Sentence, 
and have all the Force and Vigour neceſ- 
« ſary againſt the ſaid perfidious Encmics of 
of the Commonwealth, to cover them 
with Shame, and to ſtamp ctcrnal Intamy 
on their Names, we this Day once for all, 
and definitely declare them guilty of Righ- 
Treaſon, and as Traitors condemn them | a 
tothe moſt ignominous Death, in caſe they 
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have the Temerity to ſet Foot again in 
our Kingdom. And to ſtrengthen further 
this our moſt juſt Sentence, we forbid, 
under pain of Death, without Remiſlion 
and of Confiſcation of all their Eſtates, all 
and every of our Subjects, of what Sex, 
Rank, or Condition ſoever they be, to 
have any Correſpondence whatſoever, di- 
direct, or indirect, with the ſaid Felons 
Hyacinthe de Paolis, Eraſinus Orticoni, 
and Gregory Salvini, or with any of their 
Adherents, by whole Artifices many have 
been induced to abandon our Royal Ser- 
vice, and their Country, in it's greateſt 
Diſtreſs, and this to the no ſmall Benefit 
of our Enemies the Cenoęſe, and to re- 
ceive the Pay of France, Spain and Na- 
les. To all theſe, however, as Perſons 
{uborn'd and betray'd, we of ſpecial Grace 
grant our Pardon, but upon this preciſe 
Condition, and not otherwiſe, that they 
return to our Obedience, and into our 
Kingdom, and this within the Time and 
Space peremptory of fix Weeks for ſuch 
as are in Italy, in either Spaniſh, or Nea- 
politan Service, and in the Space of three 
Months ſor ſuch as are actually in France, 
or Spain; and in caſe they ſhall not re- 
turn within that Time, we will and de- 
clare definitely, and once for all, that they 
be, and remain perpetually baniſh'd out 
of our Kingdom, and their Goods confif- 
« catcd 
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ce cated to the Benefit of the Widows and 
« Orphans of our faithful and well- affected 
Subjects. 

As to ſuch as are in the Service of the 
©* Duke of Lorrain, Grand Duke of Tu/- 
% cany, our Will is, that they continue to 
ce ſerve his Royal Highneſs with the ſame 
« Zeal and Fidelity which they owe to our- 
e ſelves or our Repreſentatives ; and this ſo 
c long as his Royal Highneſs ſhall make uſe 
< of their Service, and till he gives them 
cc Permiſſion to: return into their own 
“ Country. ; | 

« AND in order to convince every body 
ce that this is our invariable Sentiment, we 
* hereby declare to all our loving Subjects, 
ce that it is our unalterable Reſolution, as it is 
ce and ſhall always be, to aſſiſt and ſupport, with 
ce the Force of our faithful Subjects, the juſt 
« Rights of her Majeſty the Queen of Hun- 
& gary and Bohemia, as univerſal Heireſs of 
« all the Kingdoms and States devolving by 
« the Death, or in his Life-time poſlefled by 
ce his late Imperial Majeſty of glorious and 
immortal Memory; as alſo, as in the Com- 
© mon Caulc, to cmploy all the Forces Gop 
« has given Us, to aid the Duke of Lorrain 
« and Grand Duke of Tuſcany, for the De- 
ce tence and Preſcrvation of his Dominions. 
NA reſpect ro ſuch of our Subjects 
as are in the Service of the Pope, or of 
ce the moſt Serene State of Venice, we grant 
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the former One, and the latter Three 
Months to procure their Diſcharge; and 
on their Application to Us, we promiſe to 
recompenſe every Man's Abilities. 

<« In fine, with reſpect to ſuch as perſiſt in 
the ſcandalous Service of the Genoeſe, we 
hold them for baniſhed and exiled Perſons 
to Perpetuity, out of our Kingdom, with 
Confiſcation of all their Goods, if within 
the Space of twenty-four Hours, ſuch as 
within the Compaſs of our Kingdom, and 
within a Weck all ſuch as are in the Ter- 
ritory of Genoa, do not abandon the Ser- 
vice of the Genoeſe, our common Enc- 
mics, to preſent themſelves before us, and 
inroll them among our faithful Subjects; 
aſſuring them, that on their ready and 
willing Obedicnce and Fidelity, they ſhall 
be recompenſed in proportion to their De- 
ſerts. 


<« In Conſequence of our gracious Con- 


deſcenſion, and of our General Pardon, 
out of which we except only the Aſſaſſins 
and T raitors expreſsly mentioned, we ſted- 
faſtly hope that all our faithful Subjects will 
concur with us in the laudable Enterprize 
of uniting and re- aſſembling all ſuch as 
diſperſed and live exiled from their Coun- 
try; that ſo being henceforward united by 


the Bonds of Concord, we may happily 


enter into, and ſucceſsfully execute, the 
«© noble 
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noble Reſolution of driving the the com- 
* mon Enemy out of the Kingdom. 

* AND to the End that no Perſon may 
pretend Ignorance of the Contents of this 
* our Edict, and of our Pleaſure, we direct 
« and command all the Chieftans in the ſe- 
<«« veral Picves, or Diſtricts, that they imme- 
e diately cauſe this our Edict to be publiſhed, 
* that it may come to the Notice of all ſuch 
e of our Subjects as are out of the King- 
dom; and we alſo direct they ſhould keep 
* an authentic Copy of it by them, in or- 
der to regulate their own Conduct there- 
e by. For ſuch is our Royal Pleaſure, and 
© to this End we have ſigned it with our 
Hand, and ſealed it with our Broad Seal,” 


Given at Palagna, in Sainta Reparata, 
Jan. 30, 1743, and in the Seventh 
Tear of our Reign, which G OD ren- 
der happy and exalted. 


THIS Declaration had- a very quick Ef- 
fect, the People inſtantly took up Arms in 
almoſt every Quarter of the Iſland, declared 
abſolutely againſt the Republick, and in fa- 
vour of their King, whom they acknow- 
ledged with all the Readineſs in the World. 
His earlieſt Care was to aſſemble the molt faith- 
ful among their Chiefs, and to inform them 
firſt of all, of the Reaſons which induced him 


to treat with ſuch Severity, the ſeveral Per— 
8 2 ſons 


— 
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ſons excepted by Name in his Manifeſto ; he 
acquainted them next with his Engagements 
on their Behalf, to the Powers from whom 
he received Countenance and Protection; 
and laſtly he diſcovered to them, how far, and 
how ſoon they might depend upon his Af. 
ſiſtance. Having done this, he inform'd them 
it was neceſlaty for him to return into 7 
cany, and exhorted them to remain in ſtrict 
Union with each other; to make themſelves 
Maſters as ſoon as poſſible of the City of 
Corte, in order to the holding there a gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the States of the Iſland, and 
to levy an Army ſufficient to beſiege one of 
the Sca Ports of the Iſland, as ſoon as he 
ſhould appear before it with a naval Force. 
Having done this, and debark'd a conſider— 
able Quantity of Arms, Ammunition, Shoes, 
Hats, Watch-Coats, and other Stores, he 
retired on board his Ship, but continued ſome 
Time on the Coaſt in order to ſce how far 
his Commands were obcy'd, and had the 
Satisfaction, before he departed, of hearing 
that Corte was ſurrender'd to his Subjects; 
upon which he thought it high time to re- 
tire to Tuſcany, with a View to haſten his 
Supplies. 

IE Republic of Genoa cxcecdingly 
alarmed at the News of ſo general, and fo 
unexpected a Revolt, and underſtanding taat 
the Veſſel on board which Theodore was, 
carricd Engliſ Colours, and was even be- 


lieved 
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lieved to be a Man of War, inſtantly con- 
ceived a Jealouſy that the new King of 
Corſica was countenanced by the Britiſh 
Court. Upon a ſtrict Enquiry they met with 
freſh Grounds for confirming them in this 
Notion,” and even to engage them, in {ul 
petting that ſome other Courts were not ig- 
norant of this Embarkation; upon which 
they ſent Orders to M. Guaſtaldi, their Mi- 
niſter at the Court of London, to preicnt 
a Memorial on this Subject, in order to be 
informed whether the Britiſb Court would 
avow their Intention in this Matter, or nor. 
This Memorial was accordingly preſented, 
and immediately after publiſhed in all the 
Foreign Gazcttes, which was ſurely a very 
imprudent thing, as it tended to give ercat- 
er Credit to King T heodore's Enterprize, than 
any Meaſure either he or his Friends could 
have taken; but it is Time to give the Rea- 
der the Memorial it{clt, which when he has. 
read, he will be the better able to judge 
whether the Genoeſe have, or have not Rea- 
{on to perliſt as they do, in aſſerting that 
this laſt Attempt of the Perſon, calling him- 
ſelf King of Cor/ica, was at leaſt made with 
the Connivance of a certain Adminiſtration. 


Thus then this Paper ſtands in the Urrechz 
Gazette. 


Alemarial 
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Majeſty, by the Genoeſe Miniſter 


in London. 


SIRE, 


HE Sentiments with which my Re- 
public has all along endeavoured to 
preſerve a folid Correſpondence with the 
Crown of Great Britain, and ſtudied al- 
ways to deſerve the Goodwill of your Ma- 
jeſty, and the Kings your Predeceſſors, are 
well known to your Majeſty, your Mini- 
ſters, and the whole Britiſb Nation; upon 
all Occaſions my Republic has had the Hap- 
pineſs to be inform'd, by her Envoys and 
Miniſters at your Court of your Kindneſs 


to her, and that her Behaviour towards 


you was agreeable to your Majeſty. 

ITE Emperor Charles the VIth, Father 
to her Majeſty the Queen of Hungary, 
did grant auxiliary Troops to the Repub- 
lic, in order to reduce the Kingdom of 
Corfica to the Obedience of its lawful 
Sovereigns; but after the Departure of 
theſe Troops, the Rebellion having broke 
out again, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was 
pleaſed to offer the Republic freſh, Suc- 
cours, with a Vicw to bring back the Cor- 


ficans to their Duty, and reſtore the Tran- 


quility of the Iſland. 
« THE 
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« THE Republic communicated that 
Treaty to your Majeſty, and beſeech'd 
you to enter into Engagement ſo juſt, by 
granting her the Guarantee of Corſica, in 
the ſame Manner as had been done in con- 
cert, by the late Emperor and his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty. 

«© THo' your Majeſty did not think fit at 
that Juncture to accede to that Treaty, yet 
you were ſo good as to make Anſwet to 
the- Republic's Miniſter, that you were 
pleaſed with this Mark of her Regard and 
Attention ; that you look'd upon the Suc- 
cours offer d by France as the beſt and 
only Means to put an End to the Rebel- 
lion; that the Republic might be aflur'd 
of your Majeſty's favourable Intentions, 
who had given her Proof thereof before 
any other Prince did, in expreſsly forbid- 
ding all Officers of Ships, under Eng//h 
Colours, to tranſportto Corſica Arms and 
warlike Storcs, or to hold any Manner of 
Correſpondence with the Rebels. 

« AFTER ſuch ſignal Proofs ot your 
Majeſty's Regard for the Republic, and the 
recent Aſſurances thercof, which ſhe has 
recciv'd on Account of what was lately 
done by Vicc-Admiral Matthew's Squa- 
dron, we have Adviccs from divers Parts 
that Theodore de NriewhofF, known in the 
World to be the Author of the Troubles 


« of the Kingdom of Corſica, was in the 


« Britih 


<c 
cc 


cc 


cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
4 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Cc 


cc 


c 


4 


[ 136 


Britiſh Seas, and intended to ſet ſail for 
the Mediterranean. We have ſince learn'd 
that he appear'd on the Coaſt of Portu- 


gal, on board an Engliſb Man of War, 


commanded by Capt. George Barclay ; 
and that it was currently reported at Li- 
bon, that he was going to Corſica with 
Arms and Ammunition. 

© AFTERWARDS We had Advice that 
he touch'd at Villafranca, in the ſaid Ship, 
and at laſt, that he put into Leghorn about 
the Middle of February : That he reccived 
there on board his Ship ſeveral of the 


Principal of the cxil'd and ſeditious Chiefs 


of the Corſicans, who had been diſpers d 
in ſeveral Towns in Tuſcany: That he 
had a private Conference of ſeveral Hours 
with General Breitewitæ, who came from 
Florence to Leghorn, and went on board 
the Englih Ship, in Company with the 
Britiſh Conſul. In fine, we heard that 
the ſaid Theodore departed from thence 
with thoſe Chiefs of the Rebels, all em— 
bark'd in the ſame Ship, in the Night of 
the 3oth of laſt Jan. N. S. ſtecring towards 
Corſica, in Company with another Eugliſb 
Man of War call'd the Salisbury, com- 
manded by Capt. Peter Osvorn; that a 
few Days before, the ſaid 7 heodore had 
dilpatch'd an Emiſſary to Corſica, one Vin 
ceſs by Name, in another Eugliſb Man of 
War, and had caulcd a ſeditious Edict to 
cc be 
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ce be diſpers'd, dated in the 7th Year of his 
* Reign; in which Edict he diſcovers his 
Views and Intentions againſt the Tran- 
“6 quillity of Corſica, even in Expreſſions ſo 
unguarded as the Powers of Europe might 
ce juſtly be offended at. 
DHE Republic has received freſher In- 
telligence from her Commiſſary General, 
« and Commandants of the Towns in Cor- 
* ſica, vig. That the above-mention'd Emiſ- 
ce ſary of Theodore had landed in the Ifland ; 
e that he was ſpiriting up the People to a 
« new Rebellion; that he promis'd them 
ce the Arrival of Theodore, with ſeveral Eng- 
« l;þ Men of War, Land-Forces, and a great 
« Quantity of Arms and Ammunition. The 
« ſaid Commiſſary- General and Command- 
<« ants alſo write, that the Revenge and the 
6 S$alisbury had appcar'd on the Coaſt of Cor- 
ce ſica,and landed Gunpowder and other war- 
* like Stores at a Place called the. Iſola- 
Nola; that theſe Ships cruiſed in that Sea 
<« in order to intercept, as tis ſaid, the Suc- 
* cours that might be ſent from Genoa, to 
ce the Places in the Iſland; and that in the 
« mean time they actually ſtopp'd, with their 
Long Boats, all the coaſting ſmall Craft 
under Genoeſe Colours, taking out their 
* Cargoes, and detaining the Sailors on 
& board their Veſſels ſome time; that Theo- 
% dore, being ſtill in the Revenge, had ſum- 
« mon'd the Commanding Officers, of ſome 
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little Forts, to ſurrender, otherwiſe they 
ſhould be treated with the utmoſt Seve- 
rity of War. 

« THE Republic being perſuaded of your 
Majeſty's magnanimous Sentiments, and 
of the Wiſdom of your Miniſtry, who are 
a Pattern to other Nations in regard to E- 
quity and ſuſtice, the moſt conſtant Max- 
im of which has always been, Thar all 
Princes be maintain'd in their Rights and 
Dominions; the Republic, I ſay, cannot 
expreſs the Surprize and Contuſion, which 
{o poſitive and circumſtantial Accounts 
have cauſcd her: She cannot form any 
Conjecture well enough grounded about 
the Cauſe of ſo unforeſeen an Event. She 
cannot imagine that the Commanders and 
Captains of the Engliſh Ships can, in their 
own Names, and through ſelfiſh Views be 
guilty of ſuch Attempts. Beſides, ſhe is 
well aflur'd, that if falſe Reports could 
have prejudiced your Majeſty, you would 
not have tail'd to communicate your Scn- 
timents to the Republic's Miniſter, to the 
End that ſhe might juſtity herſelf in a pro- 
per Manner, untill your Majeſty was tho- 
roughly ſatisfy d. 

« lam charg'd, by Orders of my Re- 
public, which have been diſpatch'd to me 
by an Expreſs, to repreſent moſt humbly 
to your Majeſty all the above Things, and 
at the ſame Time to beſcech you to cauſe 


« the 
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© the neceſſary Ecclairciſſements to be given 
© to the Republic, to the End, that in her 
« Anxicty, as well as in the Steps ſhe may 
ce take, ſhe may behave ſo as to deſerve the 
« juſt Approbation of the Britiſb Crown. 


Wr have now conducted our Hiſtory as 
low as we intended, or the Reader could 
expect; we have ſhewn the celebrated Per- 
ſon who is the Subject of it, every where 
in the trucſt Light that we could; we have 
explain'd the Cauſes of thoſe inteſtine Trou- 
bles in the Ifland of Corſica, which have 
been ſo much talk'd of, and we have given 
as juſt and preciſe an Account as could be 
expected of his preſent Deſign, which we 
will venture to aflert will very ſpeedily ap- 
pear a more feaſible, and better laid Project 
than it has been hitherto imagined ; and per- 
haps wc may c'cr long preſent the Public 
with the ſecond Part of this Hiſtory, and 
therein account for King Theodore peace- 
able Poſſeſſion, as well as wonderful Acceſ- 
ſion to the Corſican Throne, having in this 


firſt Part ſufficiently demonſtrated how tru- 
ly he deſerves it. 
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Laa, Publibes, 
MEMOIRS 
OF THE 


Life aud Adminiſtration 


OF WH. 8: SAVPR 


Andrew- Hercules de Fleury, 


CARDINAL of the Roman Church, 
formerly BIS HO of Frejus, 


PRIME-MINISTER to his Moſt Chri- 


ſtian Majeſty LEWIS XV. 
In which are likewiſe contain'd 


Some remarkable Circumſtances relating to the Fall 
of M. Chauvelin, Keeper of the Scals; and the 
Riſe of Cardinal Tengin. By an Impartial Hand. 


Sapientiſimum enim dicunt eum eſſe, cui quod opus fit, veniat 
in mentem, proxime accedere illum, qui alterius bene in- 
wventis obtemperat. Cicer. pro Cluent. 
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